









where the 
tlk 

ach th my; 
d, or bre 


eit 





ls 
Hous 

yt judge § 
W hat are 
to ve eh 
ited S $ 
tion ¢ 
reveutl 
he s 

1S Ca] § 
ri ! 
It has never 
vited States 
ernt 8 
ot ' 
cmrcuial 
xOVE ' 


on fcense 
their cite 
to tax U fh 
se ba are 
is a fallacy 
mpi. 
nendment t 
amen ment 
the perpo® 
ind of legit 
Fone of 
Governmett 
simsell iro 
xes. | cat 
e of reas 

f the Ur: 
cies of r 
und jeave ® 
taxation. © 
enmy! eh 


f the Gent fu 
nder the pe 


py-Ercutu Coneress, Ist Session. 


Tost 
[HIRT 


this bill, in a bank, as the capital upon 


na ol u 
he shall bank, he shall be exempt, by an 
ves Congress, from paying his proportion of 
Sate taxes upon that capital, while my other 


+ is taxed upon every species of personal 
~ erty that he possesses. lon < 
Pt ended on principles of reason or justice. It 


be na ° 
- 1» another effort to enable individuals who 


or species of property, to exempt themselves 
~, State taxation, While those who are not so 
‘nate as to be able to deal in stocks, deposit 
m in banks, and draw their dividends on them, 
ust pay more than their just share of taxation. 


for 


THE CONGRESSIO? 


TH OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOILN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON. D CO. 


| 


The position cannot || 


| be in these stocks, the freeing of all these stocks 


noggessed of great wealth,and who invest it | 


i believe that every dollar’s worth of property, || 


be in mules, horses, cattle, or any 
other species of property, should be alike subject 

raxation. It should be subject, not only to 
yy the General Government, if it resorts 


whether it 


taxalio 

: municipal taxation. 

stween those who invest their money in these 

hank stocks, and those who, having but small 
s, invest it in other species of property. I 


know in my own neighborhood men who, for the | 


purpose of exempting their property from 


mer 


taxation, are investing it in bonds of the Govern- | 


ment, This bill holds outinducements to others 
to invest their means in bank stock so that they 


may avoid their portion of the State taxation | 


which should justly fall on every individual in 
he State according tO the value of his personal 


rly. [know no reason why the amendment | 


should prevail. 

Mr.GRINNELL. I supposed, Mr. Chair- 
man, it was a settled fact, and that the position 
would not be further controverted, that we were 


tomake the attempt by this bill to save to the | 


country thirty or forty or fifty millions a year. 
The gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. Eiprivce} 
atimated that we should be called to account, in 
our respective districts, for permitting the banks 
to go untaxed. Why, sir, every State has a 
common interestin the nationalcurrency. Ifyou 
leave it to the States to tax these banks as they 
ease, you may find some of the States taxing the 
anks out of existence. The men who are op- 
osed enurely to this bill, and who are voting 
gainst it on this floor, claim, I believe, that they 
control the State of New Jersey; and that State 
would certainly tax out of existence any banks 
that might be established there under this bill. 
If they gained power in other States the same 
result would follow. It could not be otherwise. 
The enmity and opposition manifested on this 
foor to the cause of the nation would lead them 
0 depreciate and endeavor to destroy the credit 
tid currency of the country. 

| know that there would seem to be something 
unfair in exempting from taxation the property 
Invested in United States stocks. But I would 
ai to the notice of gentlemen the fact that if we 
bare not all money to invest in these stocks we 
“ave all an interest in the currency and credit of 
‘ie country, and we wish to save an annual in- 
terest of thirty or forty millions to the Govern- 
ment. [think that that is a full answer to the 
geiteman from Wisconsin. I am prepared to 
Sand before the people on that ground. 
Although itmay appear thata few rich men 
E not be taxed so heavily as they would other- 
oe = sull it must be remembered that they in- 
* their all; that they come forward and put 
Meir shoulders to the wheel, expressing confi- 
*nce in the Government and in the payment of 
€ national debt. 


i J.C. ALLEN withdrew his amendment to 

amendment, 
oe WASHBURN, of Massachusetts. I move 
Aaa the amendment by striking out the last 
re we I do so in order to express my views 
~ to this section as it now stands. It will 
ae ned by every member of the House that 
Now X proposed is simply on the circulation. 
) seems to me that with the debt resting 


Nf 
| 
vi 
} 
& 


1 
This proposition creates an odious distinction | 


+ 
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on this country that we have to-day, we cannot 
exempt United States stocks from taxation. I 
know that the ground has been taken that we 
ought to do so in order toen ourage people toin- 
vestinthem. But ag it appears that the greater 
portion of the investments of the country are to 


from taxation will increase that on all other spe- 
cies of property. 
But the principal point to which I wish to direct 
the attention of the House is that this section pro- 
poses to place atax upon circulation. The effect 


lof that clause will be to put upon the country 


banks, who furnish most of the circulation, and 
who depend upon their circulation, the burden of 


| paying nearly all the taxes which you propose to 
| impose, while your city banks, that have their 


millions of capital, and ‘yet who have no interest 


| in putting into circulation their own notes, will 


ty that mode of raising revenue, but also to State || 


| nearly all the taxes that are imposed by this bill, 
| while the city banks, which have no circulation, 














| 
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go free from taxation. Yes, sir, under this bill 
the country banks, who furnish the community 
with bank currency, will be compelled to pay 


but whose business is far more profitable than 


AL, GLOBE, 
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sued; and will gentlemen now vote that the cap- 


italists who have invested their money upon the 


fuith of the nation, upon the laws that now stand 
upon the statute-books, shall not have that faith 


kept to them? How can gentlemen with con- 


| Sciences in them undertake to say that they may 


that of the country banks, will go almost en- || 


tirely free of taxation. | believe that all bank | 


capital should be taxed; then banks located in the || 


city and banks located in the country, whatever 
may be their circulation, will be taxed alike, and 
no portion of the capital so invested will escape 
taxation. 
My friend from Vermont says that all the cap- | 
ital of these banks is to be invested in United 
States bonds. Now, sir, if | understand the law 
it requires that thirty per cent. of the capital of 
these banks shall be invested in United States | 
bonds. The argument ofthe gentleman therefore 


can have only a partial application. | 


But, sir, lam opposed to giving to the States 
permission to tax the capital of those banks at 
all, because the inevitable effect will be to bring 
the State jurisdiction into conflict with the juris- | 
diction of the General Government upon that sub- | 
ject. The proposition, as | understand it, 1s to 
make this a great national system, to make it re- 
sponsible to the national Government, to make it | 
subject to any burdens and restrictions the na- 
tional Government may see fit to place upon it; 
and to carry out that object it will not do to place 
it in the power of the States, otherwise you place | 
itin the power of any State which may be op- 
posed to the system to cripple and destroy it. 
For instance, if a majority of the Legislature in 
the State of New York, or of any other State, 
were invested with the power of taxing these na- 
tional banks within its limits, they might so ex- 
ercise the power as to destroy these banks within | 
that State. I believe, therefore, that the power | 
of taxation in respect to these banks should be 
confined to the General Government. But I be- 
lieve also that the true policy is for the General 
Government to tax them in such a manner as 
shall distribute the burdens you impose upon 
them in proportion to their capital. You cannot 
satisfy the community, you cannot satisfy the | 
people at large in any other way. 
reach the object at all in taxing merely the cireu- 
lation. There is no reason why it should be taxed 
any more than there is why deposits should be 
taxed. But if you place your tax upon the cap- | 
ital itself, then all the banks, whether in the city 
or in the country, will be placed upon an equality. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
have not properly reflected upon this proposition. | 
{1 do not suppose there is any member of this | 
House who 1s for violating our pledges made to | 
the nation. Now, sir, these banks are to have no | 


be taxed, when they were issued upon the pledge 
that they should net be taxed, upon the pledge 
that they should be free from taxation by State 
or municipal authorities? The General Govern- 
ment has reserved the right to tax them itself for 
national purposes. But they cannot be taxed by 
State authorities unless gentlemen are willing to 
disregard the pledges solemnly given by the Gov- 
ernment. 

But, sir, I deny that the banks chartered by the 
Government can be taxed by a State, If they can 
let them try it by leaving out this provision. It 
has been decided already that banks granted by 
the Government cannot be taxed in the States, l 
appeal to the State of Maryland and to the State 
of Kentucky. : 

A Memser. And the State of Ohio. 

Mr. STEVENS. And the State of Ohio too. 
What will be the result of the doctrine for which 
gentlemen now contend? Any State may tax out 
of existence at its pleasure any one of the banks 
established by this Governmentif it were in their 
power. Did my colleague understand that when 
he made his motion? Lam sure it was heedlessly 
done. 

Is this the faith we are to keep with the mon- 
eyed men of the country? When we wanted 
money to carry on the war we borrowed money 
and pledged our faith to them. When we have 
obtained $500,000,000 and want $500,000,000 
more, shall we violate our faith? 1 admire the 
courage thatcan make a proposition of this kind 
L hope that it will not prevail. , 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HOTCHKISS. Imovetoamend by add- 
ing the following: 


Provided, That nothing herein shall exempt any associa 
tion organized under this act from the same State and muni 
cipal taxation imposed upon other corporations in the States 
Where such associations are located. 

Mr. Chairman, there is no existing law that 
exempts the banking business in any State from 
taxation. I do not regard it as an answer to my 
proposition that these banks are founded upon 
national bonds which are themselves exempt from 
taxation. There is no contract existing between 
the Government and the individuals who hold 
these bonds, in case they invest them in the 


| banking business, that that business shall also 


You do not || 


It seems to me gentlemen || 


| 


circulation except what is based upon the bonds || 


of the United States, and not quite to the amount | 
of these bonds, but within ten per cent. of it. 


When these loans were taken and when these || 
bonds were issued it was under the plighted faith || 


of the nation that they should not be touched. | 
Such a provision is in ey one of these loan 
bills upon which any of the bonds have been is- 


be exempt from taxation. 

| offer this amendment, Mr. Chairman, that I 
may have an opportunity to place myself upon 
the record on the subject of taxation. The sec- 
tion as it now stands Lregard as unjust. It isun- 
necessary as well as unjust, and if adopted will 
render the law odious to the people. The State 
banks now pay in all of the States, in most of the 
large towns, at least one fourth of the State and 
county, the corporation and school tax. The 
proposition is that the capital invested in the bank- 
ing basiness shall be exempted from taxation, and 
that these burdens shall be imposed upon labor. 
Should that system be adopted in the country 
there would be an outery on the part of the people 
and they would defeat the party that established it. 

The friends of the Administration, who are en- 
deavoring to give it credit and character by such 
a measure, are making a mistake. I know how 
sensitive the people are upon the subject of tax- 
ation. I know that they will not make the dis- 
tinction we make here, that these banks should 
be exempted from taxation because their capital is 
in the bonds of the United States. It is an argu- 
ment that they will not understand. They will 
say that, whereas heretofore the banks paid their 
fair share of taxation, these banks are now ex- 
empted; that the effect will be that the rich will 
be exempted and the poor will have to bear these 
additional burdens. i 

Itisunnecessary. The idea of exempting these 
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bonds from taxation v to give them credit and 
i with tl 0 If iti ken into view 

th wien this war is over State imndebtedmne 

5 1 individual indebtednes by bond and mort 

gage will be wiped out in the country and there 


be no other opport 


< 


unity to make investment 
by capitalists except in the bonds of the Govern- 
ment, | take it that the friends of this measure 
will see that it Is unnecessary to exempt not only 
these bonds but also the banking business from 
taxation. ‘There will 
Government 

Mr. WILSON. Can Congress delegate any 
part of its power to tax toaState or totheSt 
Fhe power, in my 
thes | iks cre d 
to re 


cised by Congress 


be no other creditor but the 


ites? 
opinion, to levy a tax upon 
by Congress under its power 
which must be exer- 
d it cannot be de le- 


several States. I should 


ommerce 18 one 
alone; al 
gaied by © nvress to the 
like to ask the gentleman whether he thinks it 
can be, 


Mr. HOTCHKISS 


wn repo te the 


I will say that if vou will 


word ** national’? before the word 


** tare Si is has bee 


n proposed, t will waive my 
amendment, and allow that question to be fairly 
tested 1 tell gentlemen thatthe objection which 


has been raised, that-the States will tax these 
banks outof existence, is provided against In my 
amendment, which 4 roposes that they shall im 
pose no other taxes upon them than suchas the y 
Impose upon citizens and otner corporations 

Mr. BROOMALL. 1 observe that by the six- 


teenth section these banks are required to deposit 


an amount in Government bonds not less than 


one third of the canital stock put ns and | ob 
serve they innot take outa cireulation upto that 
amount by about on nth. They therefore ean- 
not be taxed under this section which we are now 


in one third of their cap- 
ital, and not quite that much I ask 
of the bill whether they propose to let the ri 


construing for more tl 
the friends 
| main- 
ne two thirds of the capital stock of these bar ks, 
which is not invested in United States stocks, en- 
tirely escape taxation? 

KASSON. 
would say thatif 


My ln answer to the gentleman | 
rentlemen who have not studied 
the bill, and do not know the of the 


rood enough to ascertain 


intention 
framers of it, would 
the 


facts it would save the 
good deal of trouble. 


the bill a 
This is not a tax bill at 


friends of 


all. Not an item of taxation is proposed by the 
bill. ‘The committee are preparing a bill which 
will tax the banks in various forms sufficiently 


heavy to satisfy the gentleman from P% nosylvania. 

Mr. BROOMALL. Then there should be strick- 
en out of this section the last clause, which says 
that such taxes shall be in leu of all other taxes 


upon 


such associations. If the committee have 


such a taxation billthey ought not at least to pre- | 


clude themselves from bringing it in by passing 
this law; for at least one or the other of these 
laws will be inoperative, 

This is a taxation section. It propose sto be an 
exclusive taxation sec tion, and it proposes to tax 
less than one third of the capital. Lam very glad 
to be informed that it is the intention of the com- 
mittee to propose a tax upon the remaining two 
thirds, and if they do intend it, Lask them to suf- 
fer that last clause to be stricken out. But I will 
say that before this billean get my vote | want to 
see the remaining two thirds of the stock of the 
bank in process of being taxed. 

Mr. WINFIELD called for tellers upon the 
amendment to the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Wixrievtp and 
Mr. Tracy were appointed. 

‘The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—anayes 42, noes 54. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. J. C. ALLEN. 1 move to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
by striking out the last two words. 

Mr. STEVENS. I desire to move that the 
committee rise for the purpose of closing debate. 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN. I cannot yield to that 


motion, 


I desire to say in relation to this question that | 
I shall not undertake to controvert the legal posi- 


tion the gentleman from Pennsylvania has as- 
sumed in reference to what the courts have decided 
us to the power of the States to tax national bank 
stock, for the reason that the bills establishing na- 
tional banks heretofore have contained a provis- 


ion similar to the one contained in this original 


bill, What we propose to do ts to insertinto this 
a provision which shall authorize the States 
to tax these banks. Now, the decision of the 


in refer- 
ence to the right of a State to tax any capital or 
species of property in that State, but only in refer- 
to the power of a State thus to impose a tax 
under the bill establishing the national bank. 
The point I make is this, that it is unjust to the 


courts upon that que stion was not made 


ence 
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|| rise for the 7 


tax-payers of a State, those upon whom the bur- 


dens of taxation will fall,to enable particular cit- 
izens of a State to exempt themselves from taxa- 
tion upon their capital by investing it In national 
securities and depositing itin these national banks. 


It tends to build up a moneyed oligarchy wherever | 


you have a national bank established, by enabling 


capitalists to invest their money in this class of 


securiuies, and then, by depositing them in one 
of these banks, to relieve themselves from their 
fair proportion of State taxation according to the 
wealth and property they use and enjoy. 

Sir, in imposing burdens for the supportof the 
national Government and for the purpose of sus- 
tuining the national credit, we ought not to do it 


{ 


for the advantage of a favored few and at the ex- 


pense of those who are not thus able to invest | 


their means. 

But it is said that we ought to encourage those 
who purchase the debt of the Government in these 
securities by exempting them from State taxation. 
Sir, there are other things besides Government 
bonds upon which the Government is dependent 
for its success and the maintenance of its credit. 
Why should we exempt one species of property 
necessary for those purposes and not another? In 
order to sustain the credit of the Government, and 
maintain its integrity, you have to call into the 
military organization the horses and mules of the 
farmers of the country. You cannotsupport the 
Army without them. You have to feed your 
Army,and you cannot support it without calling 
on the farmers of the country for their beef and 
pork, and flour and corn. All these are essen- 
tial to the maintenance of the national integrity. 


If you have a right to exempt from taxation by a | 


State one species of property, you have a rightto 
exempt that other species of property which the 
farmers of the West contribute to the aid of the 
Government. ‘That for which the Government 
is compelled to draw upon the farmers of the 
West is justas essential for its supportas the stock 
purchased by the capitalist and deposited as the 
basis of banking. 

i appeal to gentlemen of the House not to adopt 
this provision. I concur in what was said by the 


gentleman from Pennsylvania, | Mr. ‘Tracy, ] that 


the people of the country will inquire why itis 


| that those who see fit to invest their money in 


Government stecks are to be exempt, not only 
from national taxation, but from State taxation 
also. lask if itis wise or politic to array the 
great agricultural interests of the country, and 
those who are engaged in other branches of busi- 
ness, against the money power of the country by 


making this discrimination in favor of the latter? | 


Sir, it is mostunjust, and | again enter my pro- 
test against it. I warn members of the House 
that it is a question into which the people of the 
country will inquire. It is not just that those who 


| have wealth and see fit thus to invest it should be 
||} exempt from taxation, while those who have not 
| wealth, and thus are notable to go into the bank- 
| ing business are made to bear the brunt of the 


burden of taxation, and are thus made the hewers 
of wood and drawers of water to the capitalists 
on Wall street, and those who speculate upon the 
misery and the sweat and toil of the people of this 
country. | withdraw the amendment to the 


| amendment, 


Mr. KASSON. I rise for the purpose of mov- 


|| ing an amendment, on behalf of the Committee 


of Ways and Means, to which attention was 
called by the remarks of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. BRooma.t.} 

The CHAIRMAN. There is already anamend- 
ment pending. 

Mr. KASSON, I believe it is in order to per- 
fect the original section at this stage, 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no motion to 
strike out pending. ‘The amendment pending is 
to perfect the original text. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the committce 


| 





April 


murpose of closing del, 


Mr. ‘TRACY. 


to my colleague, and I hone 
The CHAIRMAN, 


The question was taken, and th, 
agreed to, 

So the committee rose; and thes 
resumed the chair, Mr. Roxuws. 
shire, reported that the Committ 
on the state of the Union had, ac ( 
had theUnion generally under consid, 
particularly House bill No. 333. to pyo 
tional currency 2 
States stocks, and to provide for 
and redemption thereof, and had. 
clusion thereon. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
Committee of the Whole on the stat 
on the pending section of the bill under, 
ation close in one minute after the com 
resume the consideration of the say) 

Mr. ANCONA, (at twenty minutes 
I move that the Hoy 


secured by a pl 


I move that all d 


o’clock, p.m.) 


‘The question was put; and there wer 
vision—ayes 40, noes 51. 

The SPEAKER vot d in the ne« 
a quorum, and the motion wa rreed 

‘The question recurred on Mr. Steves 
tion to’close debate; and being put 
to—ayes 51, noes 41. “ie 

Mr. STEVENS. 
pended, and that the House resoly: 
Committee of the Whole on the stat 

The motion was agreed to, 

The rules were accordingly sus; 
House resolved itself into ; 
|| Whole on the state of the Union 

of New Hampshire, in the chair, 
the consideration, as a special order, of 
(H. R. No. 333) to provide a nati 
secured bya pledge of United States 
provide for the circulation and redempt 
all debate on the pending s n (1 
| closed by order of the House in one 
Mr. TRACY. 
guished colleague [Mr.Srevens] 
he has mistaken altogether the ob} 
It was not for the purpos 
| bonds that this amendment was intro 
for the purpose of taxing the divid 
banks, and I think Congress will do t 
colleague says that it has been decided 
| occasions that that cannot be done. 
such decision could be made under th 

Mr.STEVENS. 
to correct him. 
States could not tax national banks. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


aban 
I move tha 


I desire to say 


The gentleman will 
I said it had | 


No furthe r d 


The question was taken on Mr. Tracr’s 

| ment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. KASSON. In order to perfect the sect 

| Imove to amend by striking out the words “su 
|| tax or duty,’’ and inserting “ the tax 
imposed by Congress from time to lini 
| it will read: 


And the taxes or duties imposed by Congress 
to time shall be in lieu of all other taxes on su 


I wish to say a single word—— | 
The CHAIRMAN. No debate ts in 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The Clerk read the forty -second sect! Me 
Mr. HOOPER, I move that the commu 
| now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and t ven 
resumed the chair, Mr. Rous, of New I 
shire, reported that the Committee of tn 
on the state of the Union had, according | 
had the Union under consideration, ane | 
larly the bill (H. R. No. 333) to per 
tional currency secured by a pledge 0 
States stocks, and to provide for the © 
and redemption thereof, and had come to 
clusion thereon. 

And then, on motion of Mr. 
four o’clock and thirty minutes, p.™- 
adjourned. 


he Speaker 
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LORY, 
the Hous 
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se OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


| 


PLO 
. Sarurpay, April 2, 1864. 
1 met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer | 
aad in, Rev. W. H. CHannine. 
jurual of yesterday was read and approved. 


OVERLAND MAIL. 

vir ALLEY. I desire to ask the House to per- 
eo cate bill No. 194to be taken from the Speak- 

i. and referred to the Committee on the 

*.. and Post Roads. 

ngno objection, the act (S. No. 194) to 

-o the Postmaster General to contract with 
werland Mail Company for carrrying the 
«taken from the Speaker’s table, read a 
| cond ume, and referred to the Commit- 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


TERRITORY OF MONTANA. 
Mr BE AMA N. Lrise toa privileged question, 
| the motion made by the gentleman from | 


\ir, PexpLETOoNn] to reconsider the vote by 


Otis vi 


Senate amendments to [fouse bill No. | 


15 ynizing a government for the Territory of 
* were disagreed to. 


“\ir, PENDLETON. Mr. Speaker, my object 


the motion to reconsider the vote by 
Senate amendments were disagreed to 
nply that | might call the attentton of the 


r one moment to the character of those | 


nts, and that I might give the House an 
ty—if it were so disposed—to adhere to 


visions of the House billimmediately, and | 


\ disposition to refuse to entertain the || 


sent to it by the Senate. The House | 


will recolleet-—and I state this by way of reason 
{ ving made this motion—that this bill was 
' up by unanimous consent the day before 


\ iy, and theamendments of the Senate non- |! 
( d in, without being read, | believe, cer- | 


tunly widrout the attention of the House being | 


arly drawn to the subject. 1 am not pre- 

lo say certainly that the amendments were 

pot read to the House; they may have been. | 

ared to say that they did not arrest the 

of any gentleman who did not know 

y were from havirg followed the course 
edingsin the other.end of the Capitol. 


lie provision of the particular amendment to | 
which | refer isintended, and I think it will be so 
| by all its friends, to give to negroes the 
rigit to vote at the first election in the ‘lerritory 
\s 


o' Montana. ‘The amendment differs in its pro- 
visions from any bill organizing a Territory of 
the United States which has ever been passed 
er House of Congress. It strikes out the 

‘free white inhabitants,’’ and substitutes 
iem the words * male citizens of the United 

” If Ll may be permitted to allude to what 


ssince been made public, the debates in the | 


t ltouse, although attention was called to the 
itunder the decision of the Supreme Court 
‘nof the African race can be a citizen of the 
ied States, yet the amendment was expressly 
‘ed to overrule that decision and to provide 
persons, of whatever color, who are other- 
jualified, shall have the right to vote in that 
ry. lI only desire to state this proposi- 
‘othe House. TL only desire that the House 
thoroughly informed of the character of 
wendments sent to it by the Senate. I only 
them to understand that now, for the first 
in the history of the Government, one of the 
hes of Congress has endeavored to estab- 
Negro political equality. 
+ te understandingly upon this proposition, 
‘ - have bec n passed, since this war com- 
, “8, Since Congress convened on the 4th of 
oul) 1561—I say there have been acts passed since 
‘or the organization of, I think, five Territo- 


\, ( 


u ' 


“and Arizona, following the precedent in the 
wv kta d Mexico, in prescribing the qualifi- 
RE bs . ooo first election, the terms were 
Territories Sey ° — of the Committee on 
the bill for rte ps louse adopted in preparing 
th bile 1€ organization of Montana. All 
habits preseribed that the free white male in- 


ide cea the United States, who have been res- 
thie ad = the Territory for thirty days preceding 
‘ection, Shall be qualified electors at the first 


@lerr; aie 
fection in organizing the Terri 

: g e Territory. And inthe 
Case of Colorado, th 2 


If they do so they | 


In four of these, for Idaho, Nevada, Da- 


made by the last Congress, the provision of law 
was that the free white male citizens of the United 
States resident for thirty days within the Terri- 
tory should be qua 
ments sentto us by thes 


d electors. ‘These amend- 
ite, Iwnoring these pre- 
cedents, ignoring the precedents set by the party 
now in power in organizing these Territories dur- 
ing the last Congress, provide not that the free 
white male citizens, not that the free white male 
inhabitants, but that all of the citizens of the 
United States, be their color what it may, shall 
be authorized voters at the first election. 

We are making rapid strides, Mr. Speaker. 
We are advancing rapidly beyond the positions 
laid down by the Republican party when they 
first came into power three years ago. I desire 
to call the attention of the House to it that they 
may vote understandingly upon this amendment, 





countenance—I do not mean to say to agree to, 
I do not mean to say consent to—but to coun- 
tenance acourse of levislation which will lead in- 
evitably,in the organi: 


auion of the Territories, and 
after the 


organization of the ‘Terrifories in the 
carrying on of their rover ments, to the position 
that negroes shall have the same right of voting 
as white men. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Let me make an inquiry. 
The gentleman moves to reconsider the vote by 
which the House disagr: ) 
the Senate, and asked for a committee of confer- 
ence. Now, after the motion 
agreed to, does he propose 
to adhere to the bill as it went from the House? 
Mr. PENDLETON. If the House agrees to 
| the motion to reconsider, | propose to move that 
the House shall adhere to its lam aware 
thereare other privileged motions which will take 
precedence, butthe House, having the whole ques- 
tion before it,can determine whether it will adhere 
to its bland refuse to appoint a committee of con- 
ference on this point, and thus show an disposi- 
| tion to entertain this proposiuon; whether it will 
put its foot upon this whole proposition, and de- 
clare thatit will under no circumstances agree to 
| the Senate amendments. 
| Mr. HOLMAN. The House has already 
disagreed to the amendments of the Senate, and 
appointed u free conference on the disagreeing 
votes between the two Houses. ‘That has been 
done. Now, if the question comes before the 
House again under the motion to reconsider, is 
there any other mode in which the House can ex- 
press itself further than it has done in disagreeing 
to the Senate amendments than by instructing the 
committee not to yield its disagreement. 
Mr. PENDLETON. I think that the more 
expeditious way will be to adhere at once with- 
out making any concessions on the subject. 
Mr. HOLMAN. That is a disagreement to 
the Senate amendments. 
Mr. PENDLETON. It is a disagreement 
| which permits no concession t6 be made on that 
point. It is an expression of opinion which 
shows that there is no disposition on the part of 
the House to recede. It does not place it in the 
hands of a conference committee to control the 

| action of the Liouse. That is what I want to 
accomplish. : 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. I would ask the 
| gentleman from Olio whether the amendments of 
the Senate do not notonly allow negroes the right 
| of voting, but exclude persons of foreign birth 
who are inhabitants of the Territory from the 
right which the Llouse bill gives them ? 

Mr. SPALDING. I would ask my colleague 
to let the obnoxious amendment of the Senate be 
read. I want to know what itis. 

Mr. PENDLETON.” Certainly. 

The Clerk read the first amendment of the Sen- 
ate, as follows: 


ed to the amendments of 


to reconsider is 


to strike this out, or 


own bill, 


Strike out the words “ white male inhabitants,” on page 
6, in lines ten and cleven, and insert in lieu thereof, “ every 
male citizen of the United States and those who have de 
clared their intention to become such.”’ 


Mr. HOLMAN. My only object is to havea 
distinct understanding as to what is to be the ef- 
fect of this vote. Dol understand the gentleman 
from Ohio toassume the position thatif the Klouse 
adheres to its own bill the proper policy then will 
| be torefuse to appoint acommittee of conference? 


| Mr.PENDLETON. If the House adheres it 


¢ only exception to that rule || will be the proper course for the House to refuse 
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and determine now whether they are prepared to | 
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| to appoint a committee of conference, and then 
| the bill will go back to the Senate, and to the Sen- 
ate will be put the alternative whether it will let 
the bill fail or agree to 
House. That is the point to which | wish to 
the House. I desire to have the Hlouse 
now determine by its vote whether it is prepared 
to stand immovably upon thi proposition that it 
will not sanction political equality on the part of 
negroes, or enter on a course of legislation which 
indicates a disposition finally to yield upon the 
question. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Ohio if he believes a negro to bea citi 
zen of the United States? I see that the bill al 
lows only *citizensof the United States’’ to vote. 

Mr. PENDLETON. If 1 had the determina- 
tion of the question who should vote under this 
bill as it comes to us from the Senate, | would 

| have very little difficulty in determining that ne- 
groes could not vote. But, sir, it does not rest 
on my judgment; it will not depend on my opin- 
ion on that question; and I desire to express it so 
clearly that no man who entertains a different 
opinion on the subject from myself shall have it 
in his power to allow the negroes of that ‘Terri 
tory to vote, 

Mr. BROOMALL. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him another question? 

Mr. PENDLETON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I would ask the gentleman 
whether or not it has been judicially determined 
by the Supreme Court of the Unit d States thata 
negro is nota citizen of the United States? 

Mr. PENDLETON. [believe thatit has been 
so determined, and | would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania whether he and his 
party are prepared to bow to that decision and 
carry it out?) If they are, and he can say so au- 
thoritatively, perhaps there will be no necessity 
for this reconsideration. 

Mr. BROOMALL. 
for my party. 


the proposition of the 


bring 


I have no right to answer 
I would probably agree to the de- 
cision if the gentleman could point out to me where 
these negroes are ciuzens if not here. Are they 
still citizens in Africa? [Laughter.] But I would 
like to ask the gentleman whether or not it has 
been decided by the Supreme Courtof the United 
States to his entire satisfaction that a negro is not 
j}acitizen of the United States, and whether the 
gentleman is notcontent to let that decision alone ? 
Mr. PENDLETON. I will ask the gentleman 
whether he thinks that it has been so decided ? 
Mr. BROOMALL. I have so read. 
Mr. PENDLETON. Are you 
that decision ? 
Mr. BROOMALL. 1 will answer that ques- 
| tion when the gentleman answers mine, 
| Mr. PENDLETON. ‘Then I will answer the 
gentleman’s question, I think tthas been so de- 
cided, and Lam content with that decision; but 
the present Attorney General of the United States 
has advised the political departments of the Gov- 
lernment that that decision was wrong, and has 
advised them to act on his opinion, and not on 
that decision. 

Mr. BROOMALL. If the gentleman ts satis 
fied with that decision, | hope he will vote with 
me on this question. 

Mr. PENDLETON. 


man if he is 


content with 


Now, I ask the gentle- 
satisfied with the decision of the Su- 
nreme Court on that point? 

Mr. BROOMALL. When it is referred to me 
to review, if I can ascertain where these persons 
are citizens, if not here, | may affirm it, 

Mr. PENDLETON. Iam perfectly satisfied 
with the answer thatthe gentleman gives. Itwas 
for him to decide whether or not he would answer 
candidly and explicitly the question which he said 
he would answer. 

I have but a word more to say on this subject. 
The purpose IL had in view has been accomplished. 
It was to draw the attention of the House to the 
character of the amendment. It was to say to 
the House that this was the firstinstance in which 
such a provision has been attempted to be in- 
crafted on a territorial bill. It was to call on the 

| House to determine now whether it will utterly 
| repudiate the idea of negro political equality in 
the Territories, or whetherit will give countenance 
to the possibility of its conceding that point. I 
want the gentlemen who are to-day in power tn 
|| this House to tell us promptly by their action 
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on this bill, by their vote on this test question, 
whether they are prepared to stand where they 
have professed to stand heretofore—on the posi- 
tion that they were opposed to the enslavement 
of the negro race, but were unalterably opposed 
to give to it political or social equality. 

Mr. BEAMAN. Mr. Spe ake r, 1 shall not fol- 
low the gentleman in his argument on this motion, 


because it occurs to me that the position he as- 


ion of 
the action of this House. 


sumes 1s rather anargumeptagainst the act 
the Senate than against 


l 


i do not propose, at the present time, to discuss 
the question whether it 1s expedient to give the 
lect franchise to the I wish, 
Hiouse may understand pre- 
cisely what the question 1s. The Committee on 
Territories reported a bill to this House to organ- 
ize the Territory of Montana. That bill provided 
that 


colored 


eicctive 


nowever, that the 


race, 


elect- 
The bill was passed by this House 
Senate. 


all white male inhabitants should be 


‘There it was amended 
by striking out the words ** white male inhabit- 
ants, ’’ and substituting the words *‘ all citizens of 
the United States.’”’ 


ind sent to the 


It is insisted by the gentle- 
man from Ohio (Mr. Penpteron] that the effect 
of that amendment is to allow colored men to 
I shall not stop to inquire whether that be 
the effect or not. Nor,as I before said, shall Lin- 


vote 


quire whether such legislation is expedient or not. 
it is enough for me to say that the action of this 
TLouse has precluded any supposition that negroes 
are to be allowed to vote, because instead of adopt- 
ing the amendment of the Senate this [louse has 
mnecurred in it, 

Now, how do we stand here? We have passed a 
bill excluding colored men from voting. That bill 
Senate andisamended. It comes back 
nd we non-concur in the amendments; so 
that, as the matter now stands, this House has 
refused to consent to colored men voting. It 
seems to me that the argument of the gentleman 


non 


goes tott 
her 


is Oppose d to the position he assumes he re. Hie 
says he is opposed to colored men voting. This 
House says it is opposed to colored men voting. 
It has passed no bill and has adopted no amend- 
ment to allow colored men to vote. On the con- 
trary, it has refused to adopt that amendment. 
Che gentleman stands up here, for what purpose ? 
To argue against the action of the House? No, 
vue against the action of the Senate. 


sir; butto arg 
iam ataloss to say what sort of consistency 
there is in the argument which he has assumed 
here. Has the 
mel 


non-concurrence in the amend- 
appointment. of a committee of 


conterence, the eff 


ts, and the 
ct ot allowing colored citizens 
Notatall. So faras the matter stands 
now, itis directly opposed to that. Itis not for me 
to say whataction the committee of conference will 
take. IL have no means of knowing W hat course it 
will assume on this question, ButI know thatthe 
House has said that it would not concur in the 
Senate amendments, and has asked a committee of 
conference for the purpose of determining what 


shall be done in the premises. 


to vote? 


I therefore move 
to iny the motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. COX. I would like to ask the gentleman 
from Michigan a question, if he will withdraw 
his motion to allow me todo so. 

Mr. BEAMAN. Certainly, sir. 
the motion for that purpose. 

Mr. COX. Who in the Territories would de- 
cide upon the qualification of these electors ? 

Mr. BEAMAN. I donot understand the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. COX. Suppose there is an ambiguity in 
this bill. Suppose we cannot tell here under our 
legislation who will be the electors, I ask the gen- 
tleman’s opinion, what is the tribunal and who 
are the persons who are to decide as to who shall 


be the ele ctors ? 


Mr. BEAMAN. The judicial tribunals. 

Mr. COX. The judiciary of the Territory? 

Mr. BEAMAN. "es, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The House disagreed to the 
three amendments of the Senate and asked for a 
committee of conference. 


I withdraw 


man from Ohio (Mr. PenpLetron] moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the House disagreed 
to the Senate amendments and asked for a com- 
mittee of conference. ‘The gentleman from Michi- 
gan (Mr. Beaman] has moved that the motion to | 
reconsider be laid on the table. 
Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays. | 


Yesterday the gentle- | 
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The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmaative—yeas 63, nays 49; as follows: 

Y EAS— Messrs. Alley, Allison, Amines, Anderson, Ash 
icy, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Francis P. 
Biair, Boutwell, Boyd, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, 
Cole. Henry Winter Davis, Thomas T. Davis, Dixon, Don 
nelly, Driggs, Dumont, Eckley, Eliot, Frank, Gooch, Grin- 
nell, Hale, Higby, Hooper, Asahel W. Hubbard, Jenckes, 
Julian, Ondando Kellogg, Loan, Longyear, McBride, Me 
Clurg, Moorhead, Morrill, Amos Myers, Norton, Charles 
O'Neill, Orth, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, William H. 


Randall, Alexander H. Rice, Scofield, Shannon, Spalding, | 


Stevens, Thayer, Tracy, Upson, Van Vaikenburgh, Wil 
liam B. Washburn, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and Wood- 


bridge —63 


NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Augustus C, | 


Baldwin, Bliss, Brooks, James 3S. Brown, William G. 
Brown, Chanler, Clay, Cox, Dawson, Eden, Eldridge, Eng 
lish, Finck, Grider, Griswold, Harding, Harrington, Ben- 
jamin G. Harris, Herrick, Holman, Philip Johnson, Kalb- 


fleisch, King. Knapp, Law, Lazear, Mallory, Marey, Mc- | 


Kinney, Middleton, James R. Morris, Odell, John O'Neill, 
Pendleton, Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, James 8. 
Rollins, Seott, John B Strouse, Stuart, Sweat, 
Whaley, Wheeler, Winfield, and Yeaman—49. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

During the vote, 

Mr. THAYER stated that his colleague, Mr. 


Steele, 


L. Myers, was absent on account of illness in | 


his family. 

Mr. STILES stated that he was paired with 
Mr. Marvriy; and that otherwise he would have 
voted in the negative. 

Mr. HOLMAN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
McDowe tu, was paired with Mr. Mclnpog; and 


thatif present he would have voted in the negative. || 
Mr. O’NEILL stated that Mr. Mirier, of 


Pennsylvania, was confined to his room by in- | 


disposition, 
Mr. McKINNEY stated that his colleague, 


Mr. J. W. Wuire, was detained from the House | 


by illness. 
The vote was announced as above recorded. 
MILITARY ROAD. 


Mr. RANDALL, of Kentucky, by unanimous 
consent, submitted the joint resolutions of the 


State of Kentucky in relation to the construction | 


of a military road; which were referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 


printed, ; 
BOUNTIES. 


Mr. YEAMAN, by unanimous consent, intro- | 


duced a bill in relation to the payment of boun- 


ties in cases of persons who have enlisted and died | 


before being sworn into service; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


PENITENTIARY FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. | 


Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, by unanimous consent, 
from the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
reported a bill authorizing the construction of a 
penitentiary, jail, and house of correction in and 
for the District of Columbia; which was read a 
first and second time, ordered to be printed with 


the accompanying report, and recommitted to the 
same committee. 


UNITED STATES JURIES. 
Mr.SPALDING, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending ex 
isting laws in relation to juries in Federal courts, so as to 
secure fair and impartial trials therein ; and said committee 
report by bill or otherwise, 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. JULIAN. lIask the unanimous consent 


of the House that next Saturday be fixed for the | 


consideration of business from the Committee on 
Public Lands. That committee has not been called 
for three months. 

The SPEAKER, Saturday next after the morn- 
ing hour? 

Mr. JULIAN. Yes, sir. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

NEW POST ROUTE, 


Mr. BENNET, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


establishing a post route from Junction City, Kansas, to 
Denver City, Coloradoy 
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CLERK FOR A SELECT COMMITT EY 
Mr. HIGBY. Task unanimous conser: ; 
troduce the following resolution: oe 


Resolved, That the select committee appointed yy ie 


resolution introduced by Hon. F. P. Buair. Mare) r the 
to investigate, &c., during their sittings |, on "aa, 14, 
take the testimony and keep the minutes of ns my eo 

the clerk to be paid four dollars per day for ; 2 : f te gs, 


committee shall be employed in taking testim 
investigation. 


| Mr. STEVENS. 


UY in said 


I object, 
RAILROAD TO NEW YORK. 

The SPEAKER. The business next jp ora 
is the consideration of House bill No. 307 to ‘4 
clare certain roads military roads and * 
and to regulate commerce; on which the oan: 
man from Ohio (Mr. Penpieron] is entit), 
the floor. j 

Mr. PENDLETON being absent, the 4 
assigned to Mr. Swear. _ 

Mr. SWEAT addressed the House for an} 
| in opposition to the bill. [His speech wil! by 
| lished in the Appendix. 
|| Mr. WOODBRIDGE obtained the floor. 
| The SPEAKER stated that the mornine hour 
had expired. poms 


NATIONAL CURRENCY, 
| 
| 


' 


post re idg 


oor was 


t r 
ive T 


Mr. STEVENS moved that the rules be sus. 
pended, and the House resolve itself into the Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. : 
take up the national currency bill, which js the 

| special order, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and 
House resolved itself into the Committee of th, 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Rotus, 
| 
| 


the 


of New Hampshire, in the chair,) and resu; 
the consideration, as a special order, of the bil! 
(H. R. No. 333) to provide a national currency 
secured by a pledge of United States stocks, and 
to provide for the circulation and redemptio 
|| thereof. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that when the com- 
mittee rose last evening the forty-third section of 
| the bill was under consideration. 
|| ‘Thé Clerk read the section, as follows: 

Sec. 43. nd be it further enacted, That the Trensurer, 
on receiving from an association lawful money for the pay 
ment and redemption of its outstanding notes, as pros 
ior in the preceding section of this act, shall exe 
plicate receipts therefor, one to the association and the 

| other tothe Comptroller ofthe Currency, stating the an 
received by him, and the purpose for which it has be 
ceived, which amount shall be paid into the Treasury of 
the United States, and placed to the credit of such ass 

| ation upon redemption account. And it shall be the duty 

| of the ‘Treasurer, whenever he shall redeem any of t 

|| notes of said association, to cause the same to be mutilated 

and charged tothe redemption account of said association j 
| and all notes so redeemed by the Treasurer sliall, every 
three months, be certified to and burned in the manner 
prescribed for worn-out and mutilated notes in this act. 


Mr. HOOPER. I move to strike out the words 
‘“‘for worn-outand mutilated notes.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HOOPER. I move tostrike out the words 
in the forty-fourth section ‘shall be for the same 
sum as before,’ and in lieu thereof to insert, 
‘‘may be for the same amount, or as they were 
| before the conversion;’’ so that it will read: 


| And that it is authorized to commence the business 

| banking under it, the association shall hav’ the sam ds W 
ers and privileges, and shall be subject to the same Guttes, 
responsibilities, and rules, in all respects, ‘ xeept uh . = 

shares of stock may be for the same amount, or as Ue) 


were before the conversion, as is prescribed in this act tor 
other associations organized under it, and shall be lield ane 
regarded as an association under this act. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HOOPER. I move to add the following 
to the end of the section: if 
And provided further, That any bank or banking °s* 


ciation now organized in pursuance of the laws 0° am 
State, under articles of association which prohibitspect® 
changes therein, may be changed and converte 
| tional banking association under the provisions of t ws - 
| without any such change in its articles of associat i 
may be prohibited by the same, anything in this set 
| contrary notwithstanding ; and its directors at the we 
such change may continue in office, and their suc _ 
may from time to time be elected ur appointed as pr 


! 
} 
| by its articles of association. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


d into aa 


to the 
me ol 


Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsytvania. Mr. co 
man, I desire to say a word or two In referenss 
to that amendment, and in order that the —_ 
may have a thorough understanding of the na 
matter I ask the Clerk to read the sixty-thir 


tion of the bill as a part of my remarks. 
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The Clerk read, as follows: 
3. And be it further en vcted, That the Bank of 


— muons ae 


SE vo. in the city of New York, may, and authority 
Cee ee ranted to the said bank to, become a national 
3 ere on under this act; and in such case the articles 
—— - wn and the organization certificate required by 

eee ay pe executed by a majority of the directors of 
aS a “and a majority of the directors, after executing 
= saa s of association, and organization. certificate, 

i have power to exeeute all other papers and do what 
se nay be required to inake its Organization pertect and 
eT is anational association; and the directors afore- 

be the directors of the association until others are 

i or appointed, in accordance with the provisions of 

~ t articles of association as a State bank; and the 

4 liability of the shareholders for any contract, debt, 

: gagement of the association shall be the same as under 

sept articles of association as a State bank. And 

. the Comptroller shall give to such association a cer 

: ate, under his hand and official seal, thatthe provisions 
this act have been complied with, and that it is author- | 
‘oo commence the business of banking under it, the | 
© association shall have the same powers and privileges, | 


- a chall be subject to the same duties, responsibilities, 
at in all respects, except as aforesaid, as is pre- 
hed in his act for other associations organized under 
sna shall be held and regarded as an association under 


und rules, 





this act . 


Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chair- 
man, any one who will carefully examine the 
eoction which has just been read by the Clerk, 


end the amendment moved by the gentleman from | 


Massachusetts, [Mr. Hoorer,| cannot fail to see 
pat the Jatteris for the purpose of accomplishing 
all that was designed by the former. 
be successfully denied that this amendment, if 
adopted, will bring the Bank of Commerce of the 
sty of New York under the provisions of this 
What is accomplished by the sixty-third 


section, can in like manner be accomplished by | 


the amendment; and the conclusion is inevitable 
that the pending proposition was the result of the 
Committee of Ways and Means becoming satis- 
fied of the hostility in the House to this special 
snd pet legislation. Now, sir, for the purpose of 
showing what is the precise effect of this amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Hoorer,] it will be necessary for me to refer to 
the powers and privileges of that corporation, the 
Bank of Commerce of the city of New York, and 
like corporations. I have only five minutes, and 
| will be compelled to be as brief as possible, 


with regard, however, to a clear understanding | 


of thesubject. Inthe first place, the continuance 
of the bank is provided for until 1889. ‘Then the 
directors hold office during good behavior, or until 
ey cease to hold one hundred shares of stock. 
You will observe that that makes it a close cor- 
peration. Itis provided, further, that the direct- 
ors shall continue in office and reélect themselves. 
What next? Why, sir, power is given to es- 
blish the banking business in the city of New 
York or elsewhere. 


aroving commission to establish themselves any- 
where as a banking association. That will be 
found in the third article, sixth section, of the 
charter of that bank. 
Then, sir, it is further declared that the stock- 
holders shall not interfere with the directors. 
(Here the hammer fell. 
_Mr.GRINNELL. 1 move that the gentleman 
ave leave to proceed. [Cries of ** Agreed !”"] 
Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. I move to 
amend the amendment by striking out the last 
‘wo words. The stockholders and directors are 
‘xempt from all individual liability for any con- 
(ract or debt or ——— 
Mr. STEVENS. I rise to a point of order. 
, Hust some time get through with this bill; 
aid When gentlemen move to strike out the last 
Word of a section or amendment, I shall insist 
” their speaking to the amendment. 
Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. I am nearly 


through, 


ait: STEVENS. [ raise the point upon my 
‘tague, because J mean to take the same course 


with every gentleman. 


nett RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. I was say- 

— the stockholders and directors are ex- 
A _ all individual liability for 

beans SEV ENS. ese the genileman to order, 
». ap. /8 Hot speaking to his amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman has not 


i an amendment. 
“t.STEVENS. Then his time is out, and he 


# hot in order, 


The CHAIRMAN. Hej . 
mous consent of the wana* nasnee 





It cannot | 


I call the attention of mem- | 
vers particularly to that provision. It gives them | 





TH 


Mr. STEVENS. When unanimous consent 
was askéd I rose and objected. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. The stock- 
holders 

Mr. BOUTWELL. [rise to a point of order. 
It is that the committee cannot give unanimous 
consent. Itisa rule of the House. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. 
the decision upon that point? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 

Mr. ALLEY. 
ment by adding to it the following: 





What is 


Provided, however, That the stockholders of all other | 


banking associations organized under this act shall not be 
personally liable for an amount exceeding the value of their 
stock. 


Mr.STEVENS. Perhaps the gentleman from 
Massachusetts does not know that the question 


| has not yet been taken upon his colleague’s 


amendment. 
Mr. ALLEY. 
amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. 
order. 
Mr. STEVENS. 
a part of the bill. 


This is an amendment to that 


The amendment is in 


This same provision is now 
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Mr. ALLEY. I will withdraw my amend- 
ment, 

Mr. STEVENS. I object to its being with- 
drawn, and | shall object in future to the with- 
drawal of any amendments. 
with the bill. 


Mr. J. C. 


1 want to get on 
ALLEN. 


I am opposed to the 


amend ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


[Mr. Auey,] not because I do not consider it an 


| improvement on the amendment of his colleague, 


I move to amend the amend- |! 


Mr. ALLEY. Notatall. The gentleman says |! 


that this same provision is now in the bill. On | 


page 10, section twelve, is found this provision: 


The shareholders of each association formed under the 
provisions of this act, and of each existing bank or bank 


| ing association that may accept the provisions of this act, 
| shall be held individually responsible, equally and ratably, 


| and not one for another, for all contracts, debts 


>and en 
gagements of such association to the extent of the amount 
of their stock therein at the par value thereof, in addition 


| to the amount invested in such shares. 


The reading of that section shows that the gen- 


| tleman from Pennsylvania is mistaken in his con- 





struction of the bill. I intended to have moved 
the amendment while that twelfth section was 
under discussion, but I happened to be out when 
that section was passed upon, and this is the 
earliest opportunity I have had to make the mo- 
tion] now submit. And I will say that I do not 
objectto theamendment of my colleague, provided 
thisadditional amendment is adopted. 
adopted I am entirely opposed to his amendment, 
for, as the gentleman from Pennsylvania has 


stated, it is but the repeal of the sixty -third sec- | 


If itis not 


tion. ‘That is all it amountsto. Now, whatisthe | 


sixty-third section? ‘That exempts the Bank of 
Commerce of the city of New York, an institu- 
tion with $10,000,000 of capital, L think, from this 
personal liability clause. 


The gentleman’s amendment also goes further. | 


It exempts all similar institutions. In that I 
think it isan improvement on section sixty-three, 


(Mr. Hoorer,] but because, in my judgment, it 
strikes out of the original bill a feature which is 
very important to the security of those who may 
be so unfortunate as to have any connection with 
these institutions, or who may be so fortunate as 
to have money that they desire to deposit some- 
where for safe-keeping. I think the provision of 
the original bill on this subject is nght. I be- 
lieve that in a bill of this character we ought to 
make the shareholders in banks responsible not 
only to the amount of their stock but make them 
individually liable for the correct management of 
all the money that may come into their hands; 
we ought to make them personally liable, not 
only for the redemption of their paper, but also 
for the safe-keeping of the deposits committed to 
their care, and for all bills of exchange drawn 
upon them. 

1 am opposed, therefore, to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. ALLEY] 
for the reason that it reduces the extent of their 


| liability; and for the same reason I am opposed 


tothe amendment ofhis colleague, [Mr. Hoorer.} 
It proposes to confer upon certain corporauions 
privileges which will not be enjoyed by the great 
mass of the corporations that go to banking un- 
der the provisions of this bill, It is an indirect 
mode of obviating an objection which wascertain 
to arise against the sixty-third section of this bill. 
Sir, inmany of these incqyporations there are pro- 
visions which do not render the directors or share- 
holders individually liable for anything; and this 
amendmentof the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr, Hooper] isan attempt to permit those bank- 
ing corporations that are protected by their arti- 
cles of association from this personal liability to 
come in and enjoy the benefits conferred by this 
bill upon those engaged in banking, and at the 
same time relieve them from the liability imposed 


| on the great mass of the institutions that may be 
| organized under this bill, or may come in under 
| it, organized under the laws of the several States. 


which, of course, if his amendment prevails, will | 


be stricken out. But TI think we should go fur- 
ther still, and exempt all stockholders from per- 
sonal liability beyond the amountof stock which 
they own. lam opposedto making any distinc- 
tion in favor of any class of stockholders, and I 
believe also this House is opposed to any such 


proposition. Such manifest inequality and injus- | 


| tice I cannot believe will be tolerated by this 1 Touse. 


I cannot believe this House will consent toexempt 
such a mammoth institution from such a provis- 
ion, and hold all the stockholders in all the 


smaller associations throughout the country to a | 


rigid adherence to that provision. But I am op- 
posed to the whole principle of stockholders’ lia- 
bility where the redemption of the bills is provided 
for by ample security. Iam opposed to holding 
stockholders liable in any case except to protect 
bill-holders, because I believe it works gross in- 


| justice, and is a great hardship upon stockholders 
| generally. In my own State of Massachusetts 
| we have a similar provision in our banking law, 
| but it extends only to the protection of the bill- 


holders. It never was conceived of in that State 
that the depositors should be protected in this 
way by holding the poorerty of the stockholders 
liable, for the stockholders have not as good an 


opportunity for protecting themselvesagainst the | 


mismanagement of the banks as the depositors 
have, for the reason that the depositors are gen- 


erally men of business and are conversant with | 
the operations of the banks with which they deal, 
and know generally whether the banks are well | 


conducted or not, or at least they have an oppor- | 


tunity to know. 
{Here the hammer fell.] 


I do not understand how the Bank of Com- 
merce, or any other bank of like capital, can have 
the hardihood to come into this House and ask 
that they may be permitted thus to enjoy the ben- 
efits of the bill without incurring the same liabil- 
ities that you impose upon other similar institu: 
tions throughout the country. 

I repeat, then, that 1 am utterly opposed to the 
amendmentof the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Auvey,] which reduces this liability; and 
also to the amendment of his colleague, [Mr. 
Hloorer,} which seeks to enable the Bank of 
Commerce and similar institutions to enjoy the 
benefits conferred by this bill, while they are ex- 
empt from the liabilities that you impose upon the 
other banking institutions of the country. 

Mr. ALLEY. I propose to modify my amend- 
ment by striking out the last clause of it, so that 
it will read: 

Provided, however, That the stockholders of all other 
banking associations organized under this act shail not be 
personally liable. 

The amendment to the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I moveto amend the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
Hooper] by striking out all after the word ** as- 
sociation”? in the sixth line, and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: 


And the provisions of the charters of such banks granted 


| under State authorities shall be forthwith annulled. 


Mr. Chairman, my reason for offering this 
amendment is that I am perfectly willing to let 
the State banks become national banks, but I want 
to have them cease to be State banks the moment 
they become national banks. I do not want’ to 
have an association that shall be neither the one 
nor the other, but such an admixture of the two 
that it will be difficult to see where to take hold 
of it when you want to do anything with it. It 
is financial miscegenation. [Laughter. lam op- 
posed to that kind of amalgamation, and as at least 
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half of the House 
amalgamation, | suppo 
to lye nosed to th 
Mr. HOLMAN. f would inquire of th 


tleman whether the effect of his amendn 


ure opposed to all kinds of 


se that half at least oucht 


one 


not be to repeal the charters of these Stat ly n 
and whether he recognizes the power in Congr 
to do that? 

Mr. BROOMALL. The operation 
tended to be just this, that the momenta St 


' 
ited 


le s 
to be A 


of itis 


bank becomes a national bank and 1s incorpo 
under the provisions of this bill, 1t ceases 
State bank altogether. 

i will give in short my reasons why I do not 
like this mixing of jurisdictions and of laws. 


Any one vill reflect 


who willt curious kind of 
compound Ntif 


W rvuld be will see 
my | 


ober 
3 sh ill 


on the 
ha bank 


that there is reason in 


atonce 
tion. [am not 
enact a law which a 
State Legislature may repeal, and a State Leg: 

lature may re peal the charter of one of its own 
banks the moment that bank 
cot 1 it bank | 


for its becoming 


willing that Congres 


undertakes to be 
that we 
wholly national, so 


tional im anxious 


shall provide 


that 


when the St is knocked from under it 


' ' 
Ait at 


it may not fall. 


But | am opposed to the amendment on an- 
other ground, and a material ground. I wantall 
the national banks to be on the same foot: 


‘This section is intended to give special privileges 
to certain banks. I[ am unwilling to that. 
While L want banks I want 
them to be wholly so. I am not willing for them 
and national 
banks, retaining Whatever they choose of their 
own State privileg 


do 
them to be national 
to come under our wing become 
es,as this amendment provides 
for, and as, indeed, the 
provide for. I am opposed 

notif it be amended in the manner proposed by 
me I want my amendment incorporated in the 
section in order that these banks may become 
wholly national banks, and may be on the foot- 
ing with all other national banks. 


Mr. PIKE. Mr. Chairman, when I made an 


section tl part seems to 
to the section, but 


effort the other day to lessen the rate of interest | 


that these banks could take, so ag to allow banks 
to take the rate of interest allowed by the States 
in which they are placed, I was told that it was 
contrary to the plan of this bill, which is to pro- 
vide a uniform currency, and that the currency 
could not be uniform unless every part and parcel 
of this banking bill, in allits operations, was uni- 
form. I suppose itis in pursuance of that uni- 
formity that the gentlemen who have this bill in 
charge propose now to incorporate associations 
in all the States as they happen to be made up, 
like the Bank of Commerce or any other banking 
institution, however exclusive its privileges may 


be or however obnoxious any of the provisions | 


of its charter may be, or however long it may 
have been in operation, Whatever may be the 
condition of the association, it is incorporated, 
by this sweeping amendment, if I understand it, 
in this banking bill; and if so, it would have as 
many colors as the celebrated coat of antiquity. 

The question was taken on Mr. Brooma.y’s 
amendment to the amendment, and it was rejectéd, 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. I move to amend 
the amendment by striking out all after the first 
word. I wish to ascertain what the precise ob- 
ject of the amendment is. I believe,so far as this 
House is concerned, that the best way of moving 
toward any point is in straight lines; and when- 
ever an amendment is proposed, I think itis due, 
in candor, to the committee, that those who offer 
it Or Sustain it will let us know its precise object. 
1 would ask the gentleman who proposes this 
amendment what banks there are to which this 
amendmentapplies. Ifthereareno banks to which 
it is to apply, it is better not to have the legisla- 
tion. If the gentleman will answer that question 
—as towhat banks this amendment is to apply— 
he will afford me a piece of information which 
will perhaps affect my own action, and perhaps 
affect the action of others. 

Mr. HOOPER. I am ready to give the gen- 
tleman any information | have on that subject. 
{ know of no bank but the Bank of Commerce 
in New York that would be affected by it. That 
bank has been one of the most loyal institutions 
of the country. It has done more to sustain the 
Government since the rebellion commenced than 
any other bank. 
coming in under this law, but by its articles of as- 


Its directors are desirous of | 


ciation no personal liability beyond the amount 


of the investment inthe stock can be put upon 
k ders Thatis one of the fundamental 

tion. The bank cannot come 

ler any arrangement that increases the 


lity of stockholders. It has a capital of 
$10,000,000 p uid 1 Pp, al d I believe it to be ust ful 
to bring that bank under the provisions of this 
bill. 


Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. Then will the gen- 


! 


tleman allow me to ask him one further question? || 


Why does he not abide by the sixty-third sec- 
tion of the bill, which provides for this very bank ? 
Why does he not do that rather than attempt a 


reneral amendment, which implies upon its face | 


that there are other objects to which the legisla- 
tion of the House will apply? 

Mr. HOOPER. Iwill remark to the gentle- 
man that itis a mere matter of My only 
reason for it was that this was a general law, and 
that this should be a general provision applying 
to any of the banks. As I lready stated, 
lam not aware that it would apply to any other 
than the Bank of Comme If itis adopted I 
shall propose tostrike out the sixty-third se ‘tion, 
which makesa special provision for that bank. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wise I am not dis- 
posed to doubtanything the honorable gentleman 
from Massachusetts s ysin regard to the merits 
of this particular bank; but for one, I believe in the 
principle established in this bill,of personal lia- 


taste. 


have a 


OUusSIN. 


bility, and I do not believe in any exceptions to 


be made toward any capitalists or any corpora- | 


tion. | can select individuals whom I know per- 
sonally, to whose mere word, to whose honor, to 
whose judgment and skill as bankers I would 
yicld more of respect, more of faith, more of 


credit, than I would to any corporation, without | 


the individual liability clause, formed under this 
law. 


Now, sir, when Congress passes laws it passes | 


them in regard to a whole class. It passes them 
with a view of reaching general interests. I think 
thus to establish a rule here which will apply to 
a great majority of individuals, and then to make 
an exception, will, by its very terms, seem to 
imply a censure upon all others who may come 
in and claim the same degree of loyalty, the same 
degree of honesty, and the same degree of merit. 
I think it would be highly improper. 

Mr. STEBBINS. 
ment, 

Mr. Chairman, whatever doubt exists in regard 
to the merits of the law of 1863, it strikes my un- 
° that there should be but little doubt 
in the future under a new system as to the pro- 
priety of incorporating in the law of 1863 or in 
the bill now before the House the amendment 
offered by my colleague on the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

[ understand the object of this bill to be to per- 
fect the existing law, the law of 1863,which during 
the past year has been shown to be ineffective 
and inoperative. The sixty-four sections of the 
bill now before the House are the result of the 
thoughtful deliberations and reflections of the 
Comptroller of the Currency for the past year. 
He submits them to the Committee of Ways and 


derstandi 


I 
| duty of Congress to gather within thi 


I rise to oppose the amend- 


Means, and the Committee of Ways and Means | 


to a sub-committee. ‘The sub-committee report, 
ter thoughtful care, on these suggestions, and 
arrive at the conclusion that in order to perfect 
the law of 1863, these amendments are necessary. 
I regard this bill, therefore, as nothing more than 
an act amendatory of that law to make it efficient 
and operative; and hence I have voted for every 
one of these amendments of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and shall continue to do so, 
and if Lam here when the vote is taken, I shall 
vote for the bill. I will not perpetuate a law in 
all of its recognized deformity. I will not perpetu- 
ate a law that arrays in direct antagonism to itself 


¢ 


a 
i 
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It exists under the laws of the & te of New | 
It has a large de posit It has . 
ord in finance, It has a capital of 


line, 
‘ ; $10,000. 
with the right to increase it to $20.0 0.000° 
further to $50,000,000, coe 
to operate under 


The refore sit it 
the action of State ] 


5 3 . ws 
clear that in three or four yehrs it may 


in a condition of antagonism to this sy 

are endeavoring to ¢ stablish, and be a very 

impediment in the way of this law. re 
That is one of the reasons why 


t } 
iCe) 
Ie provi 
of this bill such a corporation as the Ra: 
Commerce. But I beg leave to call the ation: 
of the committee to one of the sex tions in 
ganic law, the articles of association, to 
matter what may be the feelings of th: 
Commerce, it would be utterly imposs 
to pass under the general law, and that it , 
necessarily pass into liquidation unless jt 


- iL iS 


within the limits of thislaw. The article to W 
I particularly wish to refer is this— 

{Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin, by unanimons 
consent, withdrew his amendment to the amend. 
ment. oe 

Mr. ALLEY. I move to amend 
ment by adding thereto the following: 

And that all the powers and privileges « 
sixty-third section of thisact upon the Bar Co 
in the city of New York, on becoming anationa 
tion, with the exemption from individual lia 
holders, shall be extended to all other instituti 
under this act. 

I cancur in most of the remarks of the o 
man from New York, but I would extend , 
provision toallotherbanks. I seenoreason y 
this provision should be given to the Ban! 
Commerce when it is impolitic or unwise to ex 
tend it to other similar institutions. If th 
ciple itself is wrong then it ought not to be ad 
and applied to the Bank of Commerce. 
leacue said, or I understood him to say, that t 

jank of Commerce was probably the only 
tution that would be affected by that prov 
He stated further that it was impossible f 
Bank of Commerce to organize under this 
less this provision is inserted. Now, if i 
possible for the Bank of Commerce to 
under this act without this provision, then | t! 
there may be some force in the arguments w 
have been educed in favor of extending this 
lege to that bank alone. But I do not so 
stand it. I understand the Bank of C 
occupies precisely the same position 
other institution does that is already organiz 
under State laws. That it is more importa 
that institution on account of its m t 
account of its complicate d interests, on 

its extended connections, to have sucha pros 
as this applied to it, | admit; but t! tis 
lutely impossible for that bank to orga 
this ie I do not believe, any more tl 
impossible for other institutions of a similar 
actertodoit. Therefore! am opposed! 
this exception in favor of this bank. 

I believe that if the members of this H 
rightly apprehend the ¢ ffect of this liability 
they would certainly repeal the pro 
king stockholders liable beyond the 
their stock. Who are protected by! 
itstands now? Nobody bat the depositors ) 
have provided that the billholders are to de | 
tected. Who ought to be protected but 
holders? You make the stockholders, W 
State, so far as the banking insttutior 
cerned, are more than one third, as t} 
show, composed of widows, orphans, and 
of trust funds, responsible and person 
for double the amount of their stock under this © 
as itnow stands. And to protect whom’ & 


’ 


|| depositors, and nobody else. At | whoare 


another system—the present local State system | 


—which is existing side by side and must con- 
tinue to exist with the other. 


lL can regard this in no other way than as an | 


effort on the part of Congress to render efficient 
a law now inoperative; and hence I feel it to be 
my duty to vote for it. It becomes necessary in 
order to make it effective that the local bank in- 
terests shall be properly protected and concil- 
inated. One of the first difficulties we meet with 
is in regard to the Bank of Commerce. Itis a 


protection of these individuals. 


They are the business men; the men whore 
favors from those institutions; men W! 
others have the best opportunity for 
what is going on inside of banks and ot pres 
ing themselves if they choose to do so. And 
innocent stockholders who have no volc 
management of the bank, and who are not™ 
way responsible morally for the mismanager 
of the institution, not only lose all their Pa are 
are compelled to pay double the amount for 


: 2 st eans 
Now, | cannot believe that this House m 


. 7 a iders as 
large and powerful corporation of $10,900,000. || to be so unjust to these innocent stockholde 
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mto make up the losses of depos- 

en a cardinal principle, so far as 
Massachusetts are concerned, that 

lders shall be liable for the protection 

lers to the extent of the stock taken. 

. s heen the understanding which has been 
: it by statutory enactments in the State 
Mass husetts for many years. It compels 

: lders to protect the billholders to the 
the stock by each holder, but nothing 


) 


STEBBINS. TLunderstand the gentleman 

+ om Massachusetts to imply from his remarks 

fhe were satisfied that the Bank of Com- 

id not under its articles of association 

fram a State into a national institution, he 

willing to withdraw his objection to 
eovision so far as that bank is concerned. 

we ALLEY. ‘The gentleman misunderstands 

| am willing tomake the principle suggested 

to all banks situated as that bank is, 

toall State banks. But the particular 

1 | was speaking was that the stock- 

lors of these banks ought to be protected 

st the depositors, though not against the 


Mr, STEBBINS. In respect to the position 
ular bank, if the gentleman will listen 
nttothe fourth section of article twelve 
of association, he will sce that 
purposes It is entirely impossible 
uk of Commerce to comply with the 
f this bill and become a national institu- 
nee of its special provisions in 
nersonal li ibility. Lhe section to which 

[ have referred reads: 
s i. N 


} 


‘ange shall be made in these articles, nor 
tors consent to or accept any act of incor 
,orlegislative provision, whereby the rights, reme- 
security of the existing creditors Of the association 

weakened or impaired, or whereby any share- 
be rendered liable in his individual capacity 
atract, debt, or engagement of the association.”’ 
, Mr. Chairman, these articles of associa- 
lopted about the year 1839. Every 

i will see that under this section it is 

for the Bank of Commerce by its 

fdirectors to accept of any change under 

the obligations of the stockholders shall be 

l,as they would be changed by accepting 
sent ofall the stockholders, 

rhis institution has been in existence now for 

‘nty-six years, and this is now its finan- 





litio 


ty-two hundred shareholders; about one 


"the capital stock is held to-day in the six 
‘ew Englarid States; but there are shareholders | 


t 
rthe world; they arein England and France, 
british provinces, in Greece, in Asia, in 
Mexico, In South America, in twenty States and 
Territories of the United States, and in fact in 
ypartof the globe. There are over seven 

ed female stockholders, widows, orphans’ 

sy &e., In small sums, and toenable the bank 

t the conditions of this law it would be 
ed to dissolve and pay to its shareholders 
y dollar of their investment, and then reunite 
'y fragmentary portions of its old share- 
sinto a national bank, or to obtain the as- 
‘ every shareholde r. Inthe event, then, of 
nn of any legislation breaking down the 


8 n titutions, itis perfectly clear that the only 
; there is for this bank to continue to exist 
lerthis law, and in the adoption of some pro- 

"son such as is provided for under this section. 

Now, sir, [ understand that the Bank of Com- 
og.._'S Perfectly satisfied with its condition as 


» J institution; there is no special desire on 
“part of the stockholders to accomplish any 
“ange, but that, at the same time, they are will- 
5 9 pass into the new law. They are willing 
an by their example what they conceive to 
— value of this new national ‘system. So 
™s Ye ‘8 & question whether it is not for the in- 
saeco Congress, in case they adopt such 
tea! as to make it impossible for this insti- 
oa. 2 come under its general provisions, to 
“ineXcention in this instance by which they 


“otuin the influence which such an institution 
ud exert, 
here 





AK 


% 
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re 18 another ground on which I present 
: osc This bank presents such a history 
‘ thie ct to its balance sheets as no other bank 

country, or perhaps any other in America, 


rms of this law, without the unanimous | 


n. Inthe first place there are over | 


willshow. Its balance sheet for March 21, 1864, 


exhibits the following condition of it: 

Amount of loans and discounted bills..... 

Remaining part of New York State 
stock deposited with bank department 
for redemption of old circulating 


$2,686,059 96 


NOCGS. evcccvacececccecece $9,060 00 
Less for such notes outstand 
Sn chee oncsebexeescsecs 1,705 00 


7.295 00 


Ralances with bankers in London and Paris, 
a. 107.017 59 


300,000 00 


exclusive of premium of exchange. 
Real estate, banking house and lot 
Investments in United States securities, at 
par, namely: 
7 3-10 per cent. Treasury notes, con- 
vertible into 6 per cent. stock of 


RODE ashe de cereeedecenes $4,246,000 00 
6 per cent. stock, payable 
Re Ra canada muiaceganee . 3,987,000 00 


6 per cent. stock, pay ible 


in 1867 and 1868........ 152,000 00 
5 per cent. stock, payable 

DP SO Uk ink véteaae ° 90,000 00 
5 per cent. interest-bear 

ing legal-tender Treas 

MO NE canon coaeees +» 4,426,000 00 


5 per cent. certificates of 
CEPOSItececccececcseees 1,160,000 00 


Cash items, namely: 
Notes of other banks and 


checks..... eeeusosscecss G6 063,004 SO 
United States legal-tender 
NOTES cn ccvencocrcsccce ces © 1,751,159 00 


Clearing-house certificates.. 120,000 00 


7,934,063 50 
Specte belonging to the : 
bank.......$1,122,530 00 
Specie be long- 
ing to depos- 
HOTS. cceccse 411,912: 5) 
9.468.506 01 
12.301 91 


Expenses since Ist January, 1864.. 


226, 642.180 


Capital stock. Full shares and all pald up,.$10,000,000 00 
Discount and interest since Ist January, 


1864, and profits ......ee0. Cie viseast . 1,192,647 98 
Deposits. Individual........ $12,389,119 09 
Do Of other banks... 3,030,584 10 

——oomee $9. 419.103 19 

Dividends unpaid.......00.e000. 29,829 30 


At the present current market value of the 
United States stocks and 7 3-10 ‘Treasury 
notes, the premium on them may justly be 
estimated at an amount exceeding one mil 
lion dollars, in addition to the profits, as 
shown in this statement. No premium is 
estimated on the gold belonging to the bank. 
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Banx or Commerce ix New Yorr, March 21, 1564. 

JOLIN A. STEVENS, President. 
HENRY EF. VAIL, Cashier. 

The amount of loans and discounted bills is 
about two million six hundred thousand dollars 
Almostthe entire balance of their capital and then 
entire sinking fund and some portion of their de- 
posits to the amount of fifteen or sixteen mullion 
dollars are now invested in Government securi- 
ties, and they show themselves to-day to be ana 
tional institution in the broadest and most cener- 
ous sense, and that is a thing which t think this 
House ought to keep in view in settling a ques- 
tion of this character. 

{Here the hammer fi l.] 

‘Lhe question was taken on the ami ndment to 
the amendment, ard it was disagreed to. 

The question recurred on the amendment. 

Mr. J. C. ALLEN. I move to amend the 
amendment by adding to it the following: 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so con 
strued as to exempt such incorporations from gene ral lia 
bility under the thirty-sixth section of this bill. 

Mr. Chairman, I offer this amendment simply 
for the purpose of replying to the argument of the 


| gentleman from New York [Mr. Stesepins] in 


favor of exempting the Bank of Commerce trom 
the liabilities which this bill imposes upon all 


| other State banks proposing to come in under its 


provisions. His argument is simply this, that 
the Bank of Commerce has become a powerful in- 
stitution, controlling to a very considerable ex- 
tent, and to an extent equal to any other bank in 
the world, the finances of the country. He under- 


takes to show that the reason why it cannotcome 


in under the provisions of this bill, subject to the 


liabilities imposed by it, is that the business of 


the bank has become so diffused and so extensive 


| thatitis impossible for thein to get, under their arti- 


cles ofasseciation, the consent of the shareholders. 
Well, sir, if that be true, itis no argument why 


14.061 .000 00 
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edd 


the bank should be exempted from the liabilities 
imposed upon other banks 

Mr. STEBBINS 
me to say a word? 


Mr. J.C. ALLEN 


lime, 


Will the rentieman allow 


Leannot vield: L have not 


Sir, if the share holders resid: im South Amer 
ica, or in China, or in other parts of the world 
’ 


that is no reason why their assentto thi 


sactcan 
not be obtained, provided the shareholders them- 
selves are willing to incur the hability provided 
for in this bill. If they are not willing to incur 
that tiability, and will not give their consent to 
the directors, then they ought not tobe permit- 
ted to enjoy the benefits of this ball, 

Sir, the bill is designed to hold out to these cor- 
porations inducements to come in under this sys- 
tem; and the benefits it confers are sufficient to 
induce the shareholders, wherever the y may live, 
to agree that the association shall come in and 
organize under it. 

It is no argument to say that by their articles 
of association they cannot come tn without the 
consent of the shareholders. ‘That consent can 
be obtained if the shareholders are willing to in- 
cur the responsibilities imposed by this bill. The 
question is not as tothe difficulty in obtaining the 
assent of the sharcholders, but as to their readi- 
ness to incur these re sponstbilitie 8, because, L re- 
peat, their assent can be obtained. It may be 
somewhat difficult, and may put them to some 
trouble, to get the assent of the shareholders; but 
whether the shareholders be men or women, it 
can be obtained in time. Let them bide their 
time, and take the necessary steps to obtain that 
consent, and then come in under the law, occu- 
pying the same position as the other corporations 
of the country occupy under the law. 

ltis no argument in favor of conferring upon 
them exclusive privileges that, as the gentleman 
says, they wield a capital of $20,000,000 now, 
with the right to increase it to $50,000,000, to be- 
come a mammoth corporation controlling the 
Government and the whole monetary interests of 
the country. They get their dividends twice a 
year and enjoy all the benefits and privileges 
which any other corporation enjoys, and youin 
vite them in under this bill, subject to the same 
liabilities that you impose on other corporations. 
1 take it for granted that the fact that they wield 
such tremendous power, such an enormous capi- 
tal, is no reason why they should come in with 
exclusive privileges under this bill and swallow 
up and break down all the smaller institutions of 
the country. It is an argument which cannot 
stand thetestofreason. Itisan argumentrather 
that these banks should not be permitte d tocome 
in here with privileges which do not pertain to 
other banking Institutions in the country. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Mr. Chairman, I 


think itts well to understand the precise character 


ofthe amendmentthat we are debating, and which, 
[think, has been perhaps a little misapprehended 
It is not a provision of an exceptional character 
It is one to provide for a particular class of cases 
Ixvery case similar to that of the Bank ef Com 
merece is covered by the amendment. tis not the 
exception of the Bank of Commerce from the gen 
eral provisions applicable to other banks; tt 1s the 
making a provision appleable toa class of cases. 
Whether they are one or many 1s wholly imma- 
terial to the question. lt provides that when the 
articles of any association prohtbit a particular 
article to be changed, that that article shall not be 
changed by anything in this law. ‘There happens 
to be inthe articles of the Bank of Commerce one 
such provision. ‘Chere may be analogous provis- 
ions in the articles of association of oiher banks. 
Wherever there is such a prohibition on the di- 
rectors, to accept any actof incorporation or make 
any modification of their articles, thatis protected 
by the amendmentof the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr. Hooper.| There is, therefore, no 
ine quality, and there is no exceplion, Exception 
means to take one thing out of the class to which it 
belongs. 

‘The question, therefore, is whether, since the 
Jank of Commegéce cannot, under its existing at 
ticles of association, accept the bene fits or assume 
the burdens of the national bank law, which we 
are about to pass, we will drive that corporation 
into liquidation, thereby losing the benefits of its 
immense power and its immense capital as @ sup- 
port to the national organization that we are now 
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creating; or whether, by a modification which 
does harm to nobody, we will allow it, and all 
others milarty !—_» without altering that 
particular section—to toke part in the benefits of 
the law. I confess | foresee a serious struggle to 


take place between the banks that we 
ing for and the existing State 
that the 
allowed to stand 
are about to create. 


are provid- 
organizations. It 
is impossible State institutions can be 
with those that we 
It is plain that either in this 
bill or in the tax bill stringent provisions will be 
adopted to drive from existence the State institu- 


tions, unlegs that the 
hall bring or 


side by side 


we meat increasing plethora 
a desolating revulsion 


If we are to have that contest 


of currency 
like that of 1837 
] believe it is the part of wisdom to secure to our 


aide the greatest and most pow? rful money cor- 


poration in the United States. 
having wear lam for getting on my side all the 
allies that it is possible to get; and when I can 
get this ally by simply providing for the whole 
class of cases to which it belongs, | think we 
should adopt that provision, unless there be some- 
thing inherently improper tn it. 

Now, is there anything wrong in saying that 
when have and 
bound themselves not to allow achange in the rule 
asto personal liability that rule may be respected ? 


persons formed an association 


Is there any such great ne cessity for insisting on 
personal liability of stock holders as that we should 
refuse to modify it in a particular instance ? 

I agree with the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts,{|Mr. Attey.| I am opposed myself to the 
principle of individual responsibility. Itisa need- 
oer ncaa ling ofinnocent persons, But whether 
right or wrong, | am willing to do anything that 
mtay be thought best in favor of strengthening this 


When we are | 


bill and the banks that are to be organized under | 
itin the impending conflict with the State insti- 


tutions, 

Mr. J.C. ALLEN withdrew his amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. ALLEY. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of my collengue by adding to itas follows: 

That all the powers and privileges conferred by the six 
ty-third section of this act upon the Bank of Commerce, in 
the city of New York, on becoming a national association, 
with the exemption from individual liability of sharehold 
ers and all other powers and privileges contained in the 
articles of association of the said Bank of Commerce, in 
the city of New York, be granted to and conferred upon all 
banks, banking associations, and corporations organized 
and doing business under the law of any State, Territory, 
or District of the United States on becoming associations 
as provided by this act 

Mr. ALLEY. It will that this 
amendment is very similar to the one which has 
already been voted on, though not precisely like 
it. 1 offer it in this form because several gentle- 


be observed 


men around me have said that they would have | 
voted for that oe if they had understood 


it correctly. did not think when the vote was 
taken that it was fully comprehended. I called 
for a division upon it, but was told that it was too 
late. 

I will say, also, that I desire to see who in this 
House is in favor of granting this privilege to the 


Bank of Commerce and of refusing it to all other 


associations under this law. 

I can conceive, of course, how gentlemen may 
be in favor of granting this privilege exclusively 
to the Bank of Commerce if they cannot do any 
better; but how any fair-minded man can now be 
in favor of extending that privilege to the Bank 


of Commerce and of refusing it to all other asso- | 


cations of a similar character | cannot 
stand. 


under- 
It is for these reasons that I again offer 
in substance the same amendment, and call for a 
division upon it when the vote is taken. 


Mr. PRICE. 


oe 
I did not conceive, Mr. Chair- 


man, when this proposition was first presented, | 


that anything serious was intended by it. But 
finding that | was mistaken I want gentlemen on 
my right, who appear to be so much taken by the 
proposition, to reflect for a moment on it. 


The | 


ots sey wpe simply is to establish two classes of | 


anks by virtue of the bill under consideration. 

Mr. ALLEY. | rise to a question of order. 
The gentleman is discussing the amendment of 
my colleague and not the amendment immediately 
pending before the committee. 

Mr. PRICE. I am discussing the amendment 
now before the committee. 

Mr. ALLEY. My amendment involves no 
such result. 


Mr. PRICE. Irepeat, Mr. Chairman, that the 


ye ctto this 


proposition now before us is to make two classes 
In the first place, l ob- 
position because it is based upon 


of banks under this bill. 


the supposit j 
bill will pass the House, which I do not bekeve 
But, sir, if that section is notto 
be stricken out, then this proposition may come 
in properly as an amendment to it, and that is the 
only point in the bill where it can properly come 
in. If this favoritism is to be extended to one 


Will ever occur. 


bank, the amendment of the gentleman extending || 


the same favor to other State banks may be a 
matter of justice as between it and them. 

But, sir, | ask gentlemen to consider the prop- 
osition which is befere us. Wehave organized, 
or will have organized if we pass this bill, a class 
of banks, the stockholders of which are individ- 
ually liable to the extent of twice the amount of 
the stock held by them. ‘This proposition is to 
give toaclass of banks now existing in the States, 
whose stockholders are held liable toonly one half 
the proportionate amount, the same privileges. 

Now, | want to know if gentlemen are prepared 
to go before the country with a law incorporating 
a bank with a capital of $100,000, the stockhold- 
ers of which are individually liable to the extent 
of $200,000, and of organizing another bank on 
the opposite corner of the same street, with the 
same capital, the stockholders of which are indi- 
vidually liable to the extent of only $100,000? I 
am ata loss to understand how any such propo- 
sition can be seriously entertained. I desire to 
enter my solemn protest to be recorded here that 
it may appear hereafter against any such propo- 
sition as that. 

Again, sir, no man or woman is compelled to in- 
vest money in bank stock. No man is compelled 
to become a stockholder in a national bank, and 
therefore the question does not arise, as it would 
if they were compelled so to invest their money 
in these particular banks, as to whether we do in- 
justice by making them individually liable to the 
bill-holders and depositors of the banks. It is at 
their option how they shall invest their money, 
but I submit that Congress ought to provide that 
if they invest in these national banking associa- 
tions they shall be bound for their liabilities as 
any other man in any other business corporation 
is liable. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 


Mr. STEVENS. This thing has * run emp- 
teus’’ for some time. [Laughter.] I move that 
the committee rise for the purpose of closing 
debate. 

On a division there were—ayes 55, noes 44. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Roiuins, of New Hamp- 
shire, reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, 
had the Union under consideration, and particu- 
larly the bill (H. R. No. 333) to one a na- 
tional currency secured by a pledge of United 
States stocks, and to provide for the circulation 
and redemption thereof, and had come to no con- 
clusion thereon. ~ 

Mr. STEVENS moved that when the commit- 
tee shall again resume the consideration of the 
special order all debate shall be closed in one 
minute on the pending section. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE demanded the yeasand nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Phe question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 69, nays 42; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ash- 
ley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Boutwell, 
Boyd, Broomall, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Cobb, Cole, Henry Winter Davis, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, 
Eckley, Eliot, Frank, Gooch, Grinnell, Hale, Higby, 
Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, Hulburd, Jenckes, 
Julian, Kasson, Francis W.Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, 
Longyear, McBride, McClurg, Samuel F. Miller, Moor- 
head, Morrill, Amos Myers, Norton, Charles O’Neili, Orth, 
Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, William IL. Ran- 
dall, Alexander H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Scofield, 
Shannon, Spalding, Stevens, Thayer, Tracy, Upson, Van 
Valkenburgh, William B. Washburn, Williams, Wilder, 
Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge—69. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 


cona, Augustus C. Baldwin, Brooks, James S. Brewn, 


Chanter, Dawson, Eden, Eldridge, English, Finck, Grider, 
Griswold, Harrington, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Hol- 
man, Philip Johnson, Kaibfleisch, Knapp, Law, Long, 
McKinney, Middleton, James R. Morris, Odell, John 
O'Neill, Pendleton, Samuel J. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, 
Scott, Stebbins, John B. Steele, Strouse, Sweat, Voorhees, 
Ward, Wheeler, Winfield, and Yeaman—42, 


So the motion was agreed to. 


ion thatthe sixty-third section of this | 


| Committee of the Whole on the state o 
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|| House resolved itself into the Commit, 


|| man, debate has been ordered to be 


| tion of members of the House. 
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April 2 


Mr. STEVENS moved that the rules 


pended, and the House resolve Pa aa 


itself INtO th, 


Pp fthe Unia 
The motion was agreed to. - 


The rules were accordingly suspended 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr, Ry vi 
of New Hampshire, in the chair,) and res ead a 
consideration,as a special order, of the bi!) (1 


Hp 
No. 333) to provide a national currency sec, 
by a pledge of United States stocks, and ¢, 


vide for the circulation and redemption ther: _ 
Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. Mr... 
closed , ay . 


vending section in one minute, and in thar, 
want to make one observation for th, 


De 
inior 


I think th 


ar 


. ° . we 
should notcreate a distinction between the ha, ke 
and in proof of the correctness of the positi i 
have taken, I beg to refer to the petition of fory 


seven other banks in the city of New York oh. 
ing that this provision shall be extended to the. 


under this act. Then, sir, this House mus: ro. 
gard that petition as a protest against eranting 


5 


the privilege to the Bank of Commerce only. ° 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s 


Ume hag 


expired. 
Mr. ALLEY. I modify my amendment ay 
follows: 


Provided, however, That the stockholders of the banking 
associations organized under this act shal! not be persor 
ally liable. 


I demand tellers on the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sreexr, 
New York, and ALtey were appointed, 

Theamendment to the amendment was rejected 
phe tellers having reported—ayes 45, noes 52 

The question then recurred on Mr. Hoopen’s 
amendment. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania, demanded 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hooperand 
J.C. ALLEN were appointed. 

The amendment was agreed to; the tellers hay- 
ing reported—ayes 49, noes 32. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved to add the following: 

And provided further, That the individual liability pro- 
vided forin this act shall not be impaired. 

On a division there were—ayes 40, noes 53. 

Mr. HOLMAN demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hormas 
and Beaman were appointed. 

The question was put; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 45, noes 46; no quorum voting. 

The roll was then called; and the following 
members failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Ames, Arnold, Baily, Francis P. Blair, Jacod 
B. Blair, Bliss, Blow, Brandegee, Ambrose W, Clark 
Freeman Clarke, Coffroth, Cox, Cravens, Creswell, Henry 
Winter Davis, Dawes, Deming, Denison, Dumont, Edger 
ton, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ganson, Garfield, Hale, Hart 
ing, Benjamin G. Harris, Charles M. Harris, Holman, Jolin 


| H. Hubbard, Hutchins, William Johnson, Julian, k ey, 


Kernan, Knapp, Le Blond, Littlejohn, Marvin, McA 
McDowell, MeIndoe, Samuel F. Miller, William Hl. M 


| Daniel Morris, Morrison, Leonard Myers, Nelson, Noble 


. 


Norton, Pendleton, Perry, Pruyn, Radford, Joho H. & 
Ross, Schenck, Scofield, Sloan, Smith, Smithers, s!r, 
Stebbins, William G. Steele, Sweat, Thomas, \ an Valken 


| burgh, Wadsworth, Elihu B. Washburne, Webster, (M 





ton A. White, Joseph W. White, Benjamin W004, and 
Fernando Wood. 

The committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Roxuiys, of New Hamp- 
shire, reported that the Committee of the W on 
on the state of the Union had, according to order, 
had the Union under consideration, and particl- 
larly the bill (H. R. No. 333) to provide a Nt 
tional currency secured by a pledge o! ren 
States stocks, and to provide for the circulation 
and redemption thereof; and the committee Bie 
ing itself without a quorum had caused the er 
be called, and directed him to note the absentee 
and report them to the House. ae 

‘A quorum having appeared, the commities r 


| sumed its session. 


The amendment was then rejected ; the tellers 
having reported—ayes 45, noes 97. 
Mr. BOUTWELL. 


I move to insert the !0 
lowing: 


y otbet 
And any State bank which is a stockholder in ore 
bank by authority of State laws may continue 10 a weit 
stock, though either bank or both may be organize 
the provisions of this act. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HOOPER. [| ; 
fifth section by inserting after the wor 


6+ bonds, 


yrty- 
I move to amend the forty, 
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.. eleventh line, the words ‘ and otherwise,” 


he clause shall read: 


at tine 


Oy an Secretary of the Treasury may require of the 

And t fe thus designated satisfactory security by the 
associa ¢ tTpited States bonds and otherwise for the safe- 
ket ping, &e. ° ° 

Mr, HOLMAN. I would inquire of the gen- 

an what the effect of thatamendmentis. The 
tit? now required of these depositaries is the | 
ie of the United States; the gentleman from 
pone 


Massachusetts proposes to insert the words ‘‘ or 
assachus 

“therwise’? after the word **bonds;’’ that is to 
the security shall either be bonds of the Gov- 


say, 


“ment or such other security as the Secretary of | 
eri Ps - ° 


the Treasury may require. W hat other security 

\ oe the gentleman from Massachusetts refer to? 
" Mr, HOOPER. By the present arrangement 
oles of the Department, the Secretary requires 
nal bond in addition to the deposit of Uni- 
es stock, and it was to cover that point 
that 1 offered the amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. The words are ** and other- 
wise,” not “or otherwise. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 1 move to amend the forty- 
ffth section by adding thereto the following: 

; Put the deposits made by the Secretary of the Treasury 
with any association shall not at any time exceed the par 
value of the bonds deposited by such association as secur- 
iy under the provisions Of this section. 

‘If these banks are to be made depositories, it 
is very desirable that the security should be ample, 
and beyond the control of any officers of the Gov- 
erument. It seems to me it would be very unsafe 
to allow asystem of favoritism to grow up. The 


or ru 
a pe rse 
ted Sta 


deposits of public funds in these banks should be | 


on ample security. Ifthe security is to be these 
bonds, well and good; but let the bonds at least 
be equal at par value to the amount of the whole 
deposit. This will be the great fault of this sys- 
tem, apprehend. You make these banks the 
depositories of the entire surplus funds of the 
Government, and unless a rigid principle of se- 
curity is adopted a system of favoritism will in- 
evitably grow up. ‘To avoid that the security 
| be ample. 


8 
Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. I suggest to the 


gentleman that he modify his amendment so that | 


it shall read: 


Shall not exceed the par value of the bonds of the United 
States deposited by them, unless the market value be less 
than the par value, and then shall not exceed the par value. 


Mr. HOLMAN. The objection to that would 
be this: the funds deposited would be based upon 
the bonds; and hence I think the par value alone 
should be taken into consideration. As a matter 
of course, these bonds could not be below par 
value with reference to the currency; that is, un- 
less we should resume specie payment. Ofcourse 
itis hardly worth while to provide for that in 
this system. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
“currency ?’? . 

Mr. HOLMAN. Legal-tender notes. 

The CHAIRMAN ordered tellers on the 
amendment, and appointed Mr. Houtman and 
Mr. Orta. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 29, noes 65. : 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. BOUUTWELL. 


What do you mean by 


I move to amend the 





forty-fifth section by striking out, in lines three, | 


four, and five, the words ‘shall be depositories 
of public money, except receipts from customs, 
under such regulations as shall be prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and they may 
also,” and inserting ‘““may be;’’ 


also, in lines | 


seven and eight, by striking out the words ‘*de- | 


positories of public moneys and financial,’’ and 
inserting ‘*such;’’ also, by striking out of line 


eight the words ‘of the Government;”’ also, by | 


uriking out of line ten the words “‘ thus desig- 
nated, and inserting **so employed;’’ and by 
striking out of lines eleven and twelve the words 


“for the safe-keeping and prompt payment of the | 


public money deposited with them;”’ so that the 
Section will read: 
4 


nt he it further enacted, That aii associations under | 


act, When designated for that purpose by the Secretary | 


of the Treasury 
Government. 
duties 


as sich a i " 
the Secretar gents as may be required of them 


tions so em 
United Stat 
theit duties 


» may be employed as financial agents of the 
And 
y of the Treasury may require of the associa- 
ployed satisfactory security by the deposit of 


as financial agents of the Goverument. 


and they shall perform all such reasonable | 


es bonds, and for the faithful performance of | 


The committee will readily see what my object 
is in offering this amendment. It is to take from 
the Secretary of the Treasury the power of mak- 
ing these institutions the depositories of the pub- 
lic money. In the first place we have in the sev- 
eral parts of the country depositories now exist- 
ing, the Treasury here at Washington, and the 
offices of Assistant Secretaries at different parts of 
the country. We can have no better security for 
the safe-keeping of the public money. 


the committee is, that it inevitably locks up many 
millions of dollars—I cannot say how many mil- 
lions—and it will lead, I believe, to political and 
financial corruption; and I cannot say when and 
how much. And therefore I think,in organizing 
| a great system of banking like this, we should 
| adhere to a well-settled principle, and avoid if we 
may those evils which, in the experience of the 
country, have been found very serious. 

Now there is no reason why, in New Eng- 
land, when we have an Assistant Treasurer in the 
city of Boston, any banks should be depositories 

| of the public money. There is no reason in the 
State of New York orelsewhere. I believe that, 
as we need the revenue as fast as it is collected to 
reduce our interest and meet the daily expenses of 


My objection to this provision as reported by 


the Government, weshould not deposit one dollar | 


in these banks, but put it all into the Treasury 
| and sub-Treasuries where it may be used by the 
Government. If itis to be withdrawn from the 
banks as soon as deposited, then it will be of no 
advantage to them. If it is to remain in the 
banks, then it will be an injury and an expense 
to the Government. My amendment leaves the 
section in such shape that the banks may be em- 
jloyed as financial agents for the negotiation of 
yonds, or any other purpose for which the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury may require their aid; but 


the public money collected by taxes levied on the | 


| people for the purpose of paying the expenses of 


the Government shouid be deposited in the Treas- 


ice. 
Mr. STEVENS. 


I think this a very perni- 
| clous amendment. 


If a national bank, secured 


ury of the country, and applied to the public serv- | 


as these are to be, is nota fit and proper place || 


for the collector of taxes in the vicinity to deposit | 


his money until such time as itis to be drawn out 
by the Government for its use, we had better have 
no such banks at all. It seems to me that to re- 
quire that all these taxes shall at once be depos- 


trouble and inconvenience which ought to be 
} avoided. I hope the amendment will be rejected, 
as others less mischievous have been. 


Mr. WARD. 


ment by striking out the last word. I desire to 


l move to amend the amend- | 


ited in a sub-Treasury out of the way of the | 
country where they are collected would create | 
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having increased in three years more than sixty 
per cent. This extraordinary expansion thus 
stimulated by the removal of the public deposits 
from the United States Bank to the State banks, 
led to a great increase in importations, which rose 
up from $108,118,311 in 1833, to €189,980.035 in 
1836. It affected also the sales of the public and 
other lands. The receipts from the public lands 
in 1833 were $3,967,682 and in 1836 $24,877,179; 
a period of over-trading and speculation ensued 
which resulted in the suspension of specie pay- 
ments by the banks and a general bankruptcy in 
1837. Itis a singular fact that after this revul- 
sion, which was precipitated by the * specie cir- 
cular,’’ there was a gradual decrease in the loans 
and discounts from that time down to 1843, when 
they were only $254,544,937, being less than half 
the amount six years before. Notwithstanding 
the great prosperity of the country at that time 
the loans and discounts never attained the same 


| Maximum as in 1837 for seventeen years. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, it is proposed here by 
this section to revive that system of public de- 


| posits which the public sentiment of the country, 


without distinction of party, has condemned. 


| We can have no better depositories than the sub- 


Treasuries. They are safe and secure, and by 
having the public money in them it will not be used 
for banking purposes, and we shall prevent the 
inflation which unde¥ the other practice must ne- 
cessarily ensue. 

lam opposed to the whole system of inflating 
the currency of the country by whatever means. 
Already the circulating medium is swollen by legal 
tender, Bank notes, and floating evidences of pub- 
lic debts, to an extent much larger than is required 
by the necessities of the Government and the peo- 
A It is proposed by the bill to divert the capi- 
tal of the country from legitimate and productive 
investments, to create new banks with this neces- 
sary accompaniment of more loans and discounts 
and fresh issues of paper money. The section 
under consideration will, if retained, give addi- 
tional impetus to the most objectionable portions 
of the present financial system, and contribute at 
no distant period to produce results the.most dis- 
astrous to our welfare and honor. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, the ashes of 
the old Bank and sub-Treasury controversy may 
be extremely interesting, but we hardly have time 
for their enjoyment at this stage of the session. 
I therefore rise to oppose the amendment. 

Mr. WARD. They may rise up before the 
gentleman’s vision before many years. I with- 


| draw my amendment to the amendment. 


express my approval of the proposition of the gen- || 


| tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Bourwe tt.) If 
there is one point upon which the judgment of the 
people has become confirmed itis in the approval 
of the sub-Troasury s m. Itis well known to 
this honorable body that there was a long contest 

| between political parties as to the proper depos- 


itories of the public money, and that it terminated | 


in the triumph of that system which has since 
worked so well for the public interests. 

This section in the bill as reported by the Com- 
raittee of Ways and Means is virtually a repeal 
of the sub-Treasury act, by permitting the Gov- 
ernment to deposit its funds with special banks, 
| thus creating another prolific source of increased 

loans, discounts, favoritism, centralization, and 

power; it proposes to revive substantially the State 

bank system for deposits of Government money. 

Its revival will be attended by all the disastrous 

results that followed the change from the United 

States Bank tothe memorable scheme which has 
| hitherto served as a beacon and warning. 

Mr. Chairman, it is well known that after the 
removal of the deposits in 1833 to the State banks, 
there was immediately an enormous inflation and 
a great expansion in the number of banks and 

| banking capital of the country. The history of 


| that period is extremely suggestive, and should |) 


The with- | 


be borne in mind atthe present time. 
drawal of the public deposits from the United 
States Bank teak 

ary, 1834, the bank loans and discounts amounted 


place in October, 1833. In Janu- | 


The question was taken on Mr. Bourwexu’s 
amendment, and it was rejected, 

Mr. KALBFLEISCH. I move to amend the 
section by striking out the word * may”’ and in- 
serting the word **shall,’’ so that the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall require this to be done, not 
leaving it discretionary with him. It is a very 
simple amendment. 


Mr.GRINNELL. Asthe gentleman remarks, 


| it is a very simple amendment, and I desire to 


oppose it for that reason. I think it is. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BROOKS. I move to amend the forty fifth 
section by inserting, in the fifth line, after the 


word **Secretary,’’ the following: 


And such depositaries shall, whenever required by the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury, transmit the circulating notes 
of the associations to the cities named in the thirty-first 
section of this act for redemption, and provide and furnish 
abl other necessary facilities for the conveyance of the pub 
lic funds from place to place within the United States, and 
for disbursing the same in paymentof the public liabilities 
without charging any commission or exchange thereon. 


I desire to call the attention of the House to 
the proposition. We are creating here a system 
of banks with $300,000,090 capital almost with- 
out taxation, which will have no uniformity in 


| the mode and manner of redemption, for there 


areeighteen or nineteen different places of redemp- 
tion. I desire that it shall be at least as good an 
institution as the old Biddle bank in the transfer 
of the public money. That institution transferred 
the public money without cost from St. Louis to 


| Portland, Maine, and from Portland, Maine, to 


| to $324,119,499, but at the corresponding date in || 


| 1837, the pet bank system having prevailed inthe 
| interim, they reached the amount of $525,115,702, 


,a bank of $40,000,000. 


New Orleans. Whatever might be the difference 
of exchange, pro or con., the Government of the 
United States paid nothing whatever for the trana- 
fer of the public money. That was done under 
I desire the like to be 
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afhesne 


ete 





peters 


done under banks of €300,000,000. I have sub- 
mit imyt ( tion in good faith, It may be 
' ! my other amendments were voted 
down, and by a like sortof mechanism. But we 
shall have a record hereafter, if not in two or 
t ec years, then in five or six or seven years, 
; | i} . « | o ted 
] ) KS Li i ve 30 1OnE existed, 


Phe question being on Mr. Brooxs’s amend- 


Mr. BROOKS demanded 
‘Tellers were not ordered. 
‘The amendment w ejected; there being, on 

i division—ayes 43, noes 51. 

The Clerk read the forty-sixth section. 
Mr. HOOPER. I move toamend by inserting 


before the word * shall,’? the words ‘** whose 
notes are presented for payment, or the president 
ar « ier of ( yclation at which the notes 
are redeema -’’? so that it will read: 

i 16. And he it further enacted, That if any such as 
eocrat mil at any time fail to redeem, in the lawful 
‘ l ted i , any ot its circulating not 
wi | } ! demanded iring 
t ! I ’ of f such associa 
i wr at face of redemption in one of the cities atore 

hi er may use Lhe same to be prote ted, in one 

pul unless the president or cashier 

W { resented tor payment, 

the pr lent orca er of the association of which the 

ret l rea ib! ) r to waive demand Ino 

ie { the protest, and s , in pursuance Of such Oiler, 

ma " i ver to the panty making su 1 demand, 

] tino wri iting the time of the demand, 

1 amount demanded, and the fact of the non-payment 
th { 


ndment was agreed to. 


Mr. WILSON. 


by striking out the words ‘in one o 


Phe ame 


Il move to amend the section 
f the cities 

aforesaid,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof the words 
‘*in the city of New York or Philadelphia or Bos- 
ton. 

The amendment was rejected, 

Mr EL DRIDGE. 
qdo now 34 

The amend 

The forty-seventh and forty-cighth sections of 
thi ball were re id. 

Mr. B ROOKS. [hope thatthe gentlemen who 

\ i! of the | ill will let us go home now. 

Mr.S 31 i ViEN ‘Thatisa very sensible prop- 
osition. I move a the committee do now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 


l move that the committee 


nent was not agreed to 


i@ committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Rouziws, of New Hamp- 
the Committee of the Whole 
tate of the Union had, according to order, 
jad the Union under consideration, and particu- 
larly the bill (TZ. R. No. 333) to provide a na- 
ured by a pledge of United 
ks, and to provide for the circulation 
und redemption thereof, and had come to no con- 
ciusion thereon, 

n, on motion of Mr. 
ouro’clock and thirty minut Sy p- 


adjourned ull Monday at twelve, m. 


shire, re ported that 


hmonai Curren by sec 


th 
ui 


ered \, (at 
-») the House 
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Pr v r by the ¢ 
The Journal of 
proved. 


thaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpeR.anp. 
Friday last was read and ap- 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of War, communi- 
vliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the 30th of March, information in re latign 
to a telegraphic dispatch or order from Major 
Gener: 2 Dix to Provost Marshal Dodge, of Balti- 
miore, dated Nove miby r 5, 1861, ¢ 
tions in the State of Maryland on the following 
day; which was ordered to lic on the table. ‘ 

‘The VICE PRESIDENT 


Senate a report of the 


cating, in ¢ om) 


oncerning elec- 


lso on before the 
Attor: ney General, commu- 
nicating, In compliance with the solnt resolution 
approv d March 3, 1863, information in relation 
to property devised to the people of the United 
States by Captain Uriah P. Levy, dec | 


case d: wi cn 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
Mr. WADE presented a memorial of the Board 
isters of Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, praying for the improvement 
of Frankfort harbor, on Lake Michigan: which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce 


of ‘Trade, ship-owners, and ship-m 


THE C¢ 


INGRES 


Mr. BROWN pres 


ented a pe titi 


of Missouri, praying that the officersand crew of 
the sron-clad gur mat essex may be suitably re- 
warded for their gail intry incapluringan idestroy- 
ing the rebel ram Arkansas; which was referred 


n Naval Affairs. 
sented a memorial of the Legis- 
in in favor of the extension a 
email route No. ] 3184, from Ephraim to W as 
ington Harbor, in Door county, in that State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post Of- 
fi es and Post Ror ad c 


Mr. MORGAN | aes a 


memorial of Al- 
pheus Fob Sy of the city of New 


York, United 
States agent for the pay ae nt of pensions in that 
city, praying for the passage of a bill making pro- 
vision for the indispensable expenses of his office, 
to the end that pensioners may be promptly paid 
and the business thereof may be transacted in a 
suitable manner; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 


Mr. BUCKALEW presented a petition of 


eighty-five merchants of Pennsylvania, praying 
for the taxation of the circulation of all banks 
chartered by State Legislatures to such anextent 
as will compel them to call in all their issue, and 
for a uniform national curre ney; Which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs and the Militia, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill (S. No. 154) to provi le for the better 
organization of the quartermaster’s department, 
reported it with amendments. 

Ile also, from-the same committee, to 
was referred a bill (H.R. No. 187 
dismission of officers 


whom 
) to regulate the 
in the military and naval 
service, submitted an adverse report, which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to whom was referred a bill (S. 
No. 191) for the relief of Baptiste Peoria, reported 
t adversely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a bill (S. No. 198) to aid the Indian 
refugees to return to their homes in the Indian 
territory, reported it with an amendment; and 
notified the Senate that, as the bill was one of 
pressing importanc 
row during the morning hour. 

CLAIMS FOR FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘The Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom were referred a petition of 
sundry citizens of New York presented at the 
present session, and also numerous petitions and 
resolutions of State Legislatures and individuals, 
taken from the files, asking just compensation for 
individual claims on France appropriated by the 
United States to obtain a release from important 
national obligations, have had the same under 
conside mem and have directed me to re port a 
bil GS. 1 - 213) ) provide for the adjustment 
and satisfac 1of claingggmf American citizens for 
spolations committed b y the French prior to the 
Qistday of July, 1861, with an ace companying re- 
port, which I ask to have printed, 

The bill was read, and passed to a second rend- 
ing, and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SUMNER subsequ nily said: I desire to 


, he would call it up to-mor- | 


complete areport which | made during the morn- | 


ing hour from the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. I have already reported a bill in reference 
to the French spoliations; 
rected by the same committee to report back to 
the Senate a bill (3. No. 14) to provide for the 
uscertainment and satisfaction of claims of Amer- 
spoliauons committed by the 
31st day of July, 1801, with 


ican citizens for 
. 
French prior to the 


a recommendation that it be indefinitely post- | 


poned; and I ask for action on that now, so that 
the bill may be out of the way. 

The report was coneurred in. 

BILL BECOME A LAW. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Hay, his Secretary, announced 
hat the President had approved and signed onthe 
Ist instant an act (S. No. 108) relating to acting 
assistant paymasteys in the Navy, and ‘regul ating 
the appointment of cadets in the Naval Academy. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives 

by Mr. Luoyp, its Chief Clerk, announced tha 


oe 


but I have been di- | 





SSIONAL GLOBE. 


| of lowa—to the Committee on Pu! 


the House of Representatives had 
lowing bills and joint res: 





iullo 
concurrence of the Senate was i 

A bill (No. 62) fixing certain rules ana a 
tions for preventing collisions on th, ; 

A bill (No. 119) to re rulate the ad 
of tonnage of ships and vessels of 
States; and : Phe | 

A joint resolution (No. 58) relative to the « WADE, 
stitution of monarchical for republican oo... 
ment in Mexico under European auspices 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Snat ; 
of the House of Representatives had sioned ... i 
enrolled bill (S. No. 80) to provide for t} ae Vol 


organization of Indian affairs in C 


rial, 
~ALLIOTH Ia 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. RAMSEY asked, and b ry 


sent obtained, leave a bill (8 
21 4) re elative to the steamboat Int rnatior u 
Red river of the North; which wa read t 
its title, amd referred to the Committee on ¢ 
merce. dona f 

BUSINESS OF UNITED STATES CouUR’ ’ 


Mr. TRUMBULL submitted the fo cat 
lution; which was considered by unanim 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Seerctary of the Interior} 
to inform the Senate what number of cas 
in each circuit and district court of the Uy 
Ist day of January, 1564, and the number 
menced in each of said courts during the ye line 
that day. st 

LAW OF NEUTRALITY. t 

Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following ros. 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: et 


‘ hous 


to saa ey _ \ 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Foreign Relations | 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so an % My 
the neutrality law as to make it reciproeal to: tS — 
ment, extending entire neutrality to those whicl) : 
same, and to others the exact measure of neutrality tha t 


they extend to us. 
PRINTING OF A BILL. lew \ 
On motion of Mr. SUMNER, it was i 


Ordered, That the bill (S. No. 63) establishing a Bureau 
of Emancipation be printed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. t 

The following bills and joint resolution, re- suasly 
ceived from the Elouse of Representatives, » ment 
severally read twice by their titles, and ret 
as indicated ar 

A bill (No. 62) fixing certain rules and regula- \ 
tions for oil nting collisions on the water— ont 
the Committee on Commerce. ae 

A bill (No. 287) to change the name of thed ort 
trict and port of age Isle to the district | tI 
port « if Erie—to the Committee on Comm - N 

A bill (No. 119) to regulate the admeasu 
of tonnaze of ships and vessels of th 
States—to the Committee on Commerce. 

A bill (No. 373) to appoint an appraiser and 
assistant appraiser for the port of Portland, and 
for other purposes—to the 
merce. 

A bill (No. 371) for the relief of the setters 
upon certain lands in California—to the Commit WHICH 
tee on Public Lands. 

A bill (No. 374) to exempt cert 
in named from enrollment and license, and from 
the payment of tonnage duty, and for other 
poses—to the Committee on Commicres 

A joint resolution (No. 55) granting certa 
privileges to the city of Des Moines, i : 5 ; 


Tnited ran % 


Committee on Com 


nin vessel 


— 


TERRITORY OF MONTANA. 

The following message 

House of Representatives, by Mr. 
Chief Clerk: 


Mr. President, Lam directed to inform the Se! ws 


TAS receive cd fr m tne A 
Lioyp, 2 


ate that the House of Representatives has refus¢ ; 
to reconsider its action on the amendments o! 
Senate to the bill of the House of Representats 

(No. 15) to provide a temporary governme! tl : 
the Territory of Montana, and to return the ! 
to the Senate. é . 

The Senate proceeded to consider its amen to 

ments to the bill of the House (No. 15) to provi’ tion 
a temporary government for the Territory © we 
Montana, disagreed to by the House of Repre- pre 


scntatives; an 





Bureau 


amen l- 
provi if 
tory of 


* Repre- 


Mr. WADE, it was 

it the Senate insist upon its amendments 
| wreed to by the House of Representa 
\ a the conferenee asked by the House on 
, yotes of the two Houses thereon. 
iat the ¢ - ret s on the part of the Senate 

the Vice cident. 


VI ICE PRE SIDENT appointed Messrs. 
of Kansas, and SPRAGUE. 

ot rMENTS IN TILE SECEDED STATES. 

EN 
x Ww TILSON. I move that the Senate take 
"e sideration House bill No. 261, which 


i 
Wave, 


LANE 


he 
s on the tal »le 
Wi i} 
Phe motion was a ereed to; and the Senate, asin || 
tee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
{ ni sec’ 


H. R. No. 261) to provide for the vol- 
sument of any persons, residents of 
;, into the regiments of other States. 


\ 


y enii 


\} hung by the rebels 


States 
" : that any persons resident in the States 
; Vireinia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
G 1. Flor day Alabama, Mississippi, Louis- | 
rexus,or Arkansas, who may vi luntarily 
I ilitary service of the United States 
f torm of three years or during the war, | 


ind such persons shall be mustered 
reciments or other organizations of what- 
eoever State they may elect, or in the case of col- 


r laws,? 


he entitled to the benefits and privileges of | 


|| State cz 


ys shail be assigned as now provided by | 


w. and the States or subdivisions of S States pro- 
: “enlistments ure to receive credit for 
,in accordance with the laws in other 


but such enlistments as are authorized in || 


wy State eb r the provisions of thisact are only 


+» continue until such State shall have been made | 


call for troops; and no enlistment is 
to be made of any soldier, either in or out of any 
State, ¢ x ‘ 
full eredit is given to the State to which the en- 
is her belongs. 


.GRIMES. 


su cttoa 


nt those enumerated in the act, unless | 


Mr. President, if this bill had | 


ey) submitted to the consideration of the Senate | 


ty receive a final vote when it came from the Com- 
n Military Affairs, | apprehend that very 
es would have been recorded in its favor. 
I suppose that at this time it will probably pass, 
ri know the amount of persuasions and im- 


ies that have been addressed to members | 


the Senate in order to induce them to assent 
its being passed; and indeed so strong and per- 
have been the political and personal argu- 
ments which have been addressed to me, 
there have 


1 to Jet the 


suasive 


: bill pass by default. But, sir, I 
ieve itto be my duty to put myself on record 


on this subject, that it may be known hereafter, | 


when thee vils thatare e tospring from the passage 





‘, Mr. President, what is the bill? 
was made ori sinally upon the States in propor- 
t to the people, and now in proportion to the 

er of men who are capable of bearing arms, 


to the standard of the country in its de- 
‘Alle he States have patriotically responded; 


iense, 


of this bill shall be patent, that I had no part or | 


A call 


some have been able to fill up their quotas | 


ly, while others have not been successful || 


ng it 


This bill proposes that those States 


‘quotas under the President’s proclamations 


ve not thus been successful in filling up | 


ve permitted to go into certain States in re- | 


nm and there secure the enlistment of colored 
who |} 

nties or otherwise to enlist in their behalf, 
apply the men thus enlisted upon their quotas. 
hatis what the bill now unde r consideration 


nd 
nd to that I have a great many insupe rable 





have hitherto been staves, induce them | 


‘tions. In the first place, if you pass this bill 
you will demoralize, in a great degree, your 
Army ny, and you will render ** confusion worse con- 

ied” in every one of your armies along the 
Every State that is now in arrears, and 
Hany that are not in arrears but who anticipate 
sare | draft, will send their agents into those 
vera! States ‘for the purpose of recruiting i in an- 
pation of future drafts, to be applied upon the 
quotas that are anticipated in those States. You | 
Wul have a cloud of men rushing into your Army 
¥ they will be the repress ntatives of Stat i 


- edis ate to their States, but not subordinate 


mn they may be. 
listed men will be 


Precisely as the competition of your various agents 


The prices paid for these en- 


itary authorities within whose jurisdic- | 


run up to exorbitant figures, | 


| raised the prices of arms during the first twelve 


months of this war, when they went to foreign 
countries to buy them; and | suppose in the end 
a proposition will be made here, and doubtless at 
| some time or other will pass, to have the national 


Government assume thi pay mentof all the boun- 
ules that are now 


to be p: ald by the States for the 
purpose of filling up their respective 

We have nckniowl leed the bellig 
of the rebs Is, One of the rights incident to that 
| condition of f thine: s, I understand, to recruit 
| within their own limits. We have denied them 
| the power of recruiting within our limits, and 
hung twoof their men because the »y Were engaged 
in recruiting within the lines of our armies. Now, 
| what is to restrain the agents of Mass: anne etts 
or lowa or Connecticut or any oth tate 
going beyond our lines? If they Soaks n 
eht beyond those 
he Ir ce ral 

| to become responsible for it and 
system of reprisal and retaliation? 
have control of thes ents? H 
that you will be able to control them yourselves ? 
This bill had not passed the House of Represent- 
atives fifteen minutes before two citizens of my 
ime to me and desired me to assist them 
in procuring permi »>down into the rebel 
States to recruit men in behalf of my own State; 
and if I had not told them that I was utterly op- 
posed to the bill and did not believe it would re- 


quotas, 


rerent rights 


from 
“accl- 
dent ally r ta be 
17 


caus lines and are 
Government 
to establish a 


W ho is Lo 


Wis it poss 


,i8s Ul 


ible 


ssion to sr 


jority of the Senate, I presume that even from that 
State, although its 2" )tais more than full,acloud 
of men would have sought to be agents to go down 
| South to recruit, in the anticiy vation of any draft 
that might hereafter be mac le. 

Now, let us see how fair this is to the States. 
Under the calls as they now stand—and I[ only 
use the States which I shall name by way of il- 


ai 
lustration—under the calls that have hitherto been 


| quota, not counting the reénlisted men. So has 
the State of , Vermont; so has the State of Con- 
necticut; so have several other States. Now, sup- 
pose that the large States of New York, Penn- 
| sylvania,and Ohio have not filled their quotas by 
thirty thousand each, making a gross amount of 
ninety thousand; the Government discover that 
they want ninety-thousand more men. You al- 


|| low New York and Pennsylvania and Ohio to go 
that | 
been moments when I[ almost felt in- | 


| down South and recruit these men from this res- 


meet that call for ninety thousand men, and then 
there will be a call upon the State of Vermont for 
three thousand of that ninety thousand, upon the 





the State of Jowa for six thousand. 


But if, on 
the other hand, you require of the S 


tates of New 


tas as they best may,and the States of Vermont, 
Connecticut, and lowa have filled up their quotas, 
| then here is areservoir to whic h the national Gov- 
ernment can come, and from which they can sup- 
ply the ninety thousand men that may be neces- 


Is it just that these States should be permitted to 
go down and expend their wealth and recuperate 
their quotas by drawing into their forces ee 
colored men that belong properly to all of us 
jointly? I think not. 

Sup pose the State of Mas ssachusetts—and I 
illustrate it by the State of Massachusetts only 
because the chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Aifairs is right before me and represents that 
| State—suppose the State of Massachusetts is now 

behindhand in her quotaof twenty thousand men, 
| and with her immense wealth she goes down into 
South Carolina and Louisiana and there fills up 
her quota from colored men. 
well the tro Ops from Massachusetts reénlist; but 
| suppose the men who enlisted less thana year 
| and a halfago and who have not had an oppor- 
tunity to reénlist do not reénlist when the op- 
portunity is offered them, and Massachusetts con- 
| tinues to fill uy ag r quota b y enlisting colored men 
| to supply the places of these out going men who 
fail to re ‘nlist. what will b the condition of its 
troops before the end of two years? 
Massachusetts will be fi und fightin 
with an armed body of col lored n 
my State furnishing as n lany troops as she does, 
if not more, but not one colored man, or not over 


—aioome 


g for the Union 


en by the side of 


ceive the sanction of the cool judgment of a ma- | 


made, the State of Lowa has more than filled its | 


ervoir which we have in reserve with which to | 


York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio to fill up their quo- | 


I do not know how | 


Why, sir, | 


State of Connecticut for four thousand, and upon || 


|| tinction made here between the negro troops 


sary to meet the requirements of the Government. | and the whit 


|| a few hundred, and they all raised athome. Does | 
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| States to which they 


1403 


very amiable 
‘ntimentin the Army 
when it is known that one State is represented 
entirely, or almost entire ys by cK 
bought up, to our disadvantage. within the coun- 
try that is In insurrection against u s, while w 
fighting with the best blood that we have 
our jurisdiction? 
COLLAMER. If ntleman will in- 
me for a moment, Massachusetts may 
ag he calls it, that is, obtain black tr 
white troops W ho go out, but those 

troops will not be Massachusetts troops. ‘They 
will be officered by the United States Govern- 
ment and placed inthe United States colored regi- 
ments. ‘They will not be Massachusetts troops, 
but will be credited to her; so that finally we may 
be without Massachusetts troops altogether. 

Mr. GRIMES. 
has 


voc 


anybody suppose there would be a 
and frat rnal conditior 


1ors 


yored troops 


eare 
within 

. the ore 
dulge 


up, 


st 
Ops LO 


[think the little circular which 
been placed on our ti rubles to-d: iy by the ad- 
ates and friends of this bill seems to conve 
the idea that they are to be officered by the re- 
spective States in w they are 
Mr. COLI itis the 
as Tread it. The y are notoflicered by the State 
Mr. SHERMAN. Undoubted! y the »y are offi 
cered by the State, if white men in any of one 
States enlist, because they go into any r ame nt 
they for instance, a Massachusetts regi- 
ment, and become a part of the quota of Massa- 


iose Interest 


sAMER. 


: ' 
raised. 


No; other way 


se lect, 


| chusetts; but if negroes are enlisted, they go into 


the United States colored regiments and are offi- 
cered by the United States Government. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Thestatement in this cir- 
cular is this: 

‘Although the regiments thus raised on account of north 
ern quotas will né rt be officered by the Governors of the 
are credited, any disadvantage which 
may be thought t ) attac h to that consideration will, it is 
believed, be more than counterbalanced by the fact that 
they will be enrolled in the national Army,” &e. 


Mr. GRIMES. So faras I am concerned, it 
matters not who furnishes the officers, or how 
they are furnished, or where they come from. It 
is enough for me to know that under the provis- 
ions of this bill awealthy State can go, by its 
agents, into the States that are in rebellion, and 
there, with the aid of its money, purchase sub- 
stitutes for its soldiers, while the citizens of my 
State, not being inac ‘ondition to buy soldiers, 
are compelled themselves to fight. 

But it may be said that if we donot adopt this 
method, all these States that are now in arrears 
will pay the $300 commutation money. Grant 
it. Vhatis bad enough; butit is a great deal bet- 
ter that they should pay the $300, and we shail 
procure these colored men, that we should become 
responsible for them, that we should teach our 
people to feel an interest in them, that we should 
pret ctand defend them, than itis that they should 
ve considered, as they will be, as the mercenaries 
of any State that sees fit to hire them. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Iowa 
in discussing this a seems not to draw a dis- 
that 
may be enlisted by the agents of the other States 
troops. Ifnegrot roo enlisted 
by the age anal the northern tat 3s they enter 
into the regiments of United States col 
They are credited to the ng out the 
ment to them to enlist; but they enter 
regiments of United St at sc olore “d 
But if white men enlisted in the southern 
States by the operation of northe rm pena s the 
enter into northern regiments. ‘lake the State 
to which the Senator has already alluded, or take 
my own State, for instance: if Ohio sends agents 
into the thern States, under this bill, and en- 


psare 


mre d troops. 


State hold: 


in- 
into 
troops. 
are 


soul 


| lists white men, they will form part of our white 


|} harm in that. If 
| States who are willing to serve 1n th 


to white 


regiments, to be officered b y the Governor of the 
State of Ohio; but if Ohio bounties induce black 
men to enlist, they enter into the United States 
colored regiments and are officered by the United 
States. 

There is some justice in this bill when applied 
men, ‘There is no serious objection to 
allowing the agents of the northern Siates to go 
into the southern States where we have no Gov- 
ernors, no officials to enlist for us, and recruit 
white men to enter the service of the 
States in northern regiments. ‘There is nog 
there loyal men in 
Army, thers 
is no organization in which they can enter unicss 
they can enter into northern regiments, because 


United 
Jnited 
reat 


are these 
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there are no State organizations of white men in 
the southern States, | believe, according to law. 
If 1 am mistaken in this, I shal] be glad to be cor- 
rected; but I understand there are no white Lou- 
isiana regiments, no white South Carolina regi- 
ments, no white North Carolina regiments, and 
consequently the only way in which a loyal man 
in the southern States, who chooses to do so, can 
enter the military service of the United States, is 
to enlist in one of the northern regiments. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator will allow 
me, I should like to inquire if there are not in 
Tennesseeand Arkansas regiments of white men? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Tennessee is not embraced 
in this bill; Arkansas is. I do not know that 
there are any white Arkansas regiments. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understood that there 
were some regiments raised in Arkansas. 

Mr. WILSON. Some regiments have been 
roised in Arkansas by General Steele, commander 
of the department; but the officers, | suppose, 
have been appointed by the Government. 

Mr. GRIMES. I will state to the Senator that 
there are white regiments in Alabama, one of 
which was raised nearly a year ago, and is com- 
manded by a man from my State. 

Mr. SHERMAN. As soon as these States 
are received back into the Union and are repre- 
sented on the floor of Congress, they cease to be 


embraced in this bill, as | understand the terms | 


of it, 
wil! allow agents from the northern States to go 
down into the southern States and enlist black 
men in United States regiments, and yet the credit 
of those black men is to be given to the State that 
enlists them. It will create a competition that 


The objection I have to the bill is, that it | 


wili be discreditable, and I think injurious to the | 


public service. The State of Ohio, for instance, 
is said to be deficient a certain number of men, 


and she may have to enforce a draft in order to || 
We send our agents into | 


raise that number. 
Louisiana and into those other southern States 
for the purpose of recruiting black men. We 
meet there the agents from all the different States. 
It will create a competition which, in my judg- 
ment, will be injurious to the public service. I 
believe that ail the black men who are enlisted in 
these seceded States ought to be entered by them- 
selves in United States regiments separate and 
apart from the State organizations. There is no 
reason in the world why the northern State that 
sends money to these southern States to recruit 
black men should be credited for the men recruited 
there. The bounties and inducements now held 
out by the Government to black men are sufficient 


to get them into the service of the United States | 


without inviting this coéperation from State 
agents. 
In my judgment, every State ought to fill up its 


quota. If it cannot do it in any other way, let | 


it be done by a draft, and not send competing 


agents to the southern States for the purpose of | 


inducing black men to enter our service and hav- 
ing them credited to their quota. I think every 
State ought to be compelled to fill its quota. 


I shall, therefore, vote against this bill unless it | 


is confined to white men alone. 


I have no ob- | 


| giving the large bounties that have been offered | 


| the giving of these bounties to raise troopsin any 


| eare of those who were dependent on the soldiers 


| also incurred vast debts. 


| man who has gone to the war from that State is | 
| a white man. 
| a colored regiment, and I believe a part of a col- 
| ored regiment has been raised in Illinois; but we 


jection whatever to the bill if it is confined to the | 


enlistment of white men. Where white men in 


the southern States choose to enlist in cf of the | 
1 


northern regiments, I think the State to which the 
regiment belongs should be credited with those 
enlistments; but to extend that principle to black 
men, when there are United States regiments in 
which they can enter, | think would be unjust. 
I shall vote against the bill unless that change is 
made. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not know that I un- 
derstand one portion of this bill. I should like 
to inquire of the chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs what is meant by the provision 
in the tenth and eleventh lines that these colored 
troops ‘‘shall be assigned as now provided by 
law?”’ 

Mr. WILSON. It means that they shall be 
assigned to the United States colored regiments 
officered by the Federal Government. By the 
existing law, the Government of the United States 


enlists colored men and the President appoints | 


the officers; and this bill provides that if the States 
shall enlist colored men they shall go into such 
colored regiments as may be designated, and be 
officered by the Federal Government. That is 
the intention of that clause. 


| that are to be made under this bill will go to fill 


| think the effect of it would be bad in ever 


|, after are to carry on the war in company with | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, it seems | 
to me that the passage of this bill will have a very 
bad effect upon the public service of the country. 
As the Senator from Ohio has very justly re- | 
marked, it is introducing a competition between 
the different States in the enlistment of these col- || 
ored troops in the South; and itis also inaugu- | 
raling a competition between the Government of | 
the United States and the various States. 

I have thought from the early stages of this 
war thata very great mistake had been made in 


by towns and counties and States and the General | 
Government for procuring soldiers. I think it {| 
would have been much better if; when this rebel- | 
lion commenced, we had passed a law forbidding 


of the States. In my judgment, it would have 
been much better if the people of the States had | 
expended the sum they devoted to bounties in } 
providing for the familics of the soldiers, in taking 


that volunteered or who were drafted into the || 
public service of the country. But, sir, that policy 
has been adopted, and we have created a vast debt 
by giving these very large bounties—not only a 
national debt which is now pressing severely upon 
us and affecting the credit of the Government, 
leading to expansion in all directions, inflating 
the currency, and besetting us with many dan- | 
gers, but the States and counties and towns have | 





have not filled up their quotas to go down into 
the southern States where our armies march, and 
compete with each other and with the Federal 
Government in filling up the ranks of our armies 
by offering bounties. ‘This will have no applica- || 
tion tomy State. We have furnished all the troops | 
required by all the calls, and that without any | 
draft in the State of Illinois; and almost every | 


. ‘ | 
itis now proposed to authorize the States which | 
it 

| 

} 

| 





There has been an attempt to raise 


have more,than furnished all the troops called for 
from that State from white persons. 

This measure will produce confusion. Of course 
it will be the end of enlisting troops into the ser- 
vice of the country by the Federal Government if | 
this bill passes, so far as the enlistment of the | 
colored population of the southern States is con- 
cerned. Menare now enlisting and being brought 
into the service of the country there through the 
agency of the Federal Government. Pass this bill, | 
and that will cease, because the States will pay a 
larger bounty than the Federal Government pays; 
which, as I understand it, does not propose to | 
continue the bounties that have been hitherto paid 
for any considerable length of time. 

Mr. WILSON. They are stopped now. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The payment of those 
bounties is stopped already, the Senator informs | 
me. : 

Again: as has been truly said by the Senator | 
from lowa, you exhaust the fund, so to speak, | 
which belongs to all the States; and if half a 
million men should hereafter be required, the | 
State of Illinois would have to furnish her pro- 
portion of that half million men; whereas, if | 
this bill does not pass, there may be no occasion | 
for a future draft, because the Federal Govern- | 
ment may be able to keep up its Army to the re- | 
quisite standard by the enlistments ehinh it may | 








make in the southern States. The enlistments | 


up the callsalready made. Itexhausts the num- | 
ber of men from which the Government may | 
draw by placing them in the ranks and crediting 
them to those States which have not furnished | 
their quota. It seems to me that this is unjust | 
to the States that have furnished their quotas. I 


we go home to Illinois and tell the people of that 
State, who have sent their sons and the best young 
men of the State to aid in putting down this re- 
bellion, that other States have not furnished an | 
equal number in proportion to their population | 
with the State of Illinois, but have taken their | 
money and have gone down into the regions of | 
country conquered by our troops, and have hired | 
negroes to enter the service, and that they here- 


| 
way. Iam sure it would be bad in my State if | 
| 
| 


Se 


these hired troops in the South and nor ie 
pany with the quotas furnished by evan 
States from their young men, as the Stat other 
nois has furnished hers. ane of Illi. 
I can see nothing butevil in this bill 
ossible good to result from it. 
hat is the object of it? What are YOu to ps 
by it? Have we not already a law autho: tg 
the Federal Government to vrganize a 
these colored troops? I ask the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs what possible | “a 
efit can be derived from this bill? Do you. 
trust the Government? Is not the Federal G 
ernment competent to manage this thine. 4... 
each State must take hold of it? I cannot for 
the life of me see what possible benefit is iaheee. 
out of this bill, unless you assume that the Pei 
eral Government is incompetent to discharos », 
duties and each State must go to work to raise se 
army for the Federal Government. The nls 


I Se no 


Why Dass jt 3 


lis. 
v- 


thing I can see about it is that it will enable = 
tain States which have not supplied their quotas 
to fill up their quotas with maney instead of wis) 


| men. I think the effect of it would be bad, | 


hope the bill will not meet with the concurrenes 
of the Senate. i” 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, this bill comes 
from the House of Representatives, having r aaa 
that body by a vote of about two to one. |: ae 
introduced into the House by a gentleman whe 
has been in the military service, commanding 


| corps in the Southwest, and received the cordis 


support of several other gentlemen recently cop. 
nected with the Army. General Garvie p said 
when the bill was pending, that he believed it the 
best bill which had been introduced into Congress 
during the session, or words to that effect, The 
Senator from lowa tells us thatif a vote had been 
taken at the time it came from the House few 
would have voted for it, although he thinks ama. 
jority will vote for it now; and I hope he is right 
in his anticipation. But, sir, the Senator from 
Illinois does not see any good that can come from 
passing this bill. 

I believe there are some twelve or fifteen States 
that have not filled their quotas, and the large 
bounties having now expired, they will have to 
draft to fill their quotas. It is an easy thing for 
the Senator from Illinois and for a few Senators 
to speak in high commendation of the action of 
the people of their States in promptly respondir 
to the calls that have been made upon them; but 

] 


ue 


I venture to say to the Senator from Illinois tha 
several of the States that have not yet completed 
their quotas have quite as many men in the Army 
and in the Navy in proportion to the number of 
men liable to do duty as have the States of Illinois 
and Indiana. Those States have filled their quotas 
more readily than other States, and the reason is 
a very Ban one 


Mr. GRIMES. 





I will inquire what States the 


| Senator refers to? 


Mr. WILSON. 
Mr. GRIMES. 


I refer to several. 
To several that have more 


| men now in the Army and Navy than their quota? 


Mr. WILSON. ‘That have more than filed 


| their quota? 


Mr. GRIMES. Yes. 

Mr.WILSON. My point was that States which 
it is said have not filled their quotas have rea\y 
in the service, including the Army and Navy, 
more men than some of the States that have over 
filled their quotas, for the reason that the latter 
States have a vast number of young men. Take 
the States of Indiana and Massachusetis as a0 
illustration. They have in the State of Indiana 
118,000 more inhabitants than Massachusetts, and 
of that 118,000 103,000 are males; and it is so In 
most of these young western States. The young 
meh of the country have thronged there. 

The vast number of foreign immigrants !9 the 
country counts against the old Atlantic sisies 
Large numbers of that class of men are enroille®, 
but when you come to draft them they do not 
respond to it: they are not liable to do duty. 

Mr. HOWE. We have two to your one. 

Mr. WILSON. You have a great many 
know in some of your western States; but the for- 
eign population, scattered over the agriculturs 
parts of the country, go I think more readily into 
the service than those in our large cities, 40 have 
—_ more enthusiastic in support of the wars! 
the policy of the country. 

The Federal Gotevainent has enlisted during 
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very few men. 
wut into the service have been en- 





thia war but 
ave been } . 
} by the States; andthe Federal Government 
sit + know much about enlisting men. Ithas 
little of it during this war and that | 


that hn 


joes no 


Nearly all the men || 


i 
|| deal of time probably. 


pul Vé ry mm . . 
os us expense. The States have raised 
t enorme. Z , i r | 
oat of the men who have gone into the Army. 
We authorized the Government nearly two years 
e aurus 


ago ' 


ee > seventy-five or eighty thousand men now 


jin the country, and a great many of these 
rast it , . : 
ees been raised by the influence and by the action 
ofthe States. 

"| do not believe that any confusion will come 
from allowing the States to raise these troaps. 


to raise colored troops, and they have I sup- | 


THE 


As our armies advance into the rebel States we | 


énd poor Union men willing to enlist into the 


service of the country and take the bounties offered 


them. 
need the bounties for support, for we are support- 
ng the families of thousands of Union men and 
a ‘ne families of disunion men in the rebel States, 


We have enlisted some of these men in all parts | 


of the rebel States; but the State agents or State 
oficers would enlist them much more were 
shan any agents of the Federal Government could. 
Then the Federal Government can only pay to 
these white men $100 bounty. Many of the States 
are paying three, four, and. five hundred dollars 
bounty. Then if the Federal Government raises 
these men it puts them into new regiments, and 
a thousand men raised and scattered through the 
old veteran regiments are worth for the coming 
campaign more than three thousand men put into 
new regiments. Wecan raise these white men 
and scatter them through ourarmies as they ad- 
vance into the rebel States; the poor white people 
will take the bounties offered them and go into 


e regiments, and the States paying the boun- | 


ies will get the credit. We thus transfer the 
burden from the loyal to the disloyal section of 
the country, and in doing it aid the loyal poor 


white men of that section of the country, and the | 


Senator from Ohio sees no evil in that. 

lt is of great importance to put colored men 
into the service of the country, to reach out be- 
youd our lines and bring them in, and offer such 
bounties and such inducements as will bring them 


Every man taken from the rebellion and added | 


) the cause of the country weakens the rebellion 
and strengthens us. I believe if this bill shall 
pass, within one hundred days many thousand 
more men, black and white, in the rebel section 

f the country, will be put into the service than 
will go into it if the Federal Government alone 
is engaged in enlisting them. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning hour 
havingexpired, it becomes the duty of the Chair 
tocallup the unfinished business of Friday, which 
is the joint resolution (S. No. 16) proposing 

nendments to the Constitution of the United 
lates, 

Mr. WILSON. I hope the Senator who has 
the floor will consent to let that question go over 


temporarily, and let us see if we cannot dispose 
of this bill this morning, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the special order 
Will not be laid aside. 
_Mr. WILSON. The Senator from Vermont 
(Mr, CoLLameR] suggests that this bill will re- 


juire more debate. 1 suppose, therefore, | must 
let it go over, 


a 
S 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to postpone all 
Prior orders for the purpose of taking up the bill 
making appropriations for the naval service for 
‘te next fiscal year. I will state that I make this 
wotion without any objection on the part of the 
“enator from Maryland [Mr. Jounson] who is 
“tied to the floor on the special order. He says 
“ 8a matter of indifference to him whether he 
608 on to-day or not. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion made 
a the Senator from Maine is a motion which can 
tor ewPaeed only with the consent of the Sena- 
ro ah ene - entitled to the floor 
rae ee er, which is now properly be- 
: wi, TRUMBULL. I hope the Senator from 
the 7 _ — not consent to give way and have 
: — ales ge over. It was understood that 
a - ave the floor —— and I was hoping 

‘At come to a vote on the question. If an 


They need the bounties, their families | 





appropriation bill comes in now it will take a good 
y. I believe it is the general 
naval appropriation bill, which always takes time. 
| hope the Senator from Maryland, who is enti- 
tled to the floor upon the special order, will go on. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I can only say that | 
have delayed pressing this appropriation bill for 
some time, in order that we might make progress 
in other matters which excite the speaking pro- 
clivities of Senators. I am not disposed to urge 
itagainst the wishes of the Senate; but | must say 
that | expect that within a very short time the 
bank bill will be upon us, and not long afterthat 
the internal revenue bill, and it is important to 
get some of these bills which are absolutely es- 
sential out of the way. Jf gentlemen have any 
very strong desire to devote another day, in the 


| first place, to the subject that is the special order, 
| I shall give way; but I notify Senators that to- 











| appropriation bill and go on with it, 


morrow at one o’clock I shall move to take up the 
itis impos- 
sible that I can yield much longer to these other 
matters. According to the ruling of the Chair, if 
the assent of the Senator from Maryland is neces- 
sary, of course [ cannot urge my motion against 
his objection; and if he has any objection to it I 
certainly will not press the motion; but lL suppose 
some other gentleman will have the floor for to- 
morrow, if the special order shall not be disposed 
of to-day, and I shall be in the same condition 
then. Saale this notice now in order thatif 1 


make the motion to-morrow, no gentleman who || 


may then be entitled to the floor may think ita 
discourtesy that I do so. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Allow me to submit to 
the Senator from Maine whether he does not 
think we shall get along faster with business if, 
when we havea measure of this kind up, we hold 
on to itand finish it. Of course, the appropria- 
tion bills have to be passed and will be passed; 
but as a mere matter of economy in point of time, 


shall we not gain by holding on to a measure | 


which has been discussed for several days, and 


| which there is very little probability of adjourn- 


ing without getting a vote upon in some way? 
I think we shall have to vote at some time or 
other on this constitutional amendment. My ex- 
erience is, and I think he will find it to be his, 
if he will refleet, that when we discuss a question 
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would make any difference to me whether he 
went on now or whether I should hold the floor 
this morning. I told him with a great deal of 
pleasure that I had not the slightest objection to 


| his addressing the Senate, and | waived my right 


to the floor now for the purpose of enabling the 
Senator from Wisconsin to address the Senate. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to say one word 


'in order to ascertain whether I understood the 


Chair correctly. I suppose although the special 
order may come up, and on that special order a 
Senator be entitled to the floor on it, yetanother 
Senator fs at liberty at any time to move to post- 
pone the special order and take up another bill; 
otherwise it would be impossible ever to introduce 
anything if a bill went over from day to day. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The understand- 
ing of the Chair is that if the Senate adjourns 
with amember entitled to the floor, when that 
business comes up as the unfinished business the 
next day, the person entitled to the floor is enti- 


| tled to it, and no other member can get it upon 





like this and occupy a week with it, and then post- | 


pone it for three or four days, we have about as 
long a discussion afterwards before we can get a 
vote as if the debate was but then commencing, 
while if we hold on to it when it is under discus- 
sion we shall geta vote much sooner and save 
time by it. It isin that view, of course, that | 
make thisobjection. 1 dé notexpectto interpose 


or try to interpose objections to taking up the ap- | 
propriation bills; but I really think we shall get | 
through with the appropriation bills and all our | 
business sooner, if when we have on handa meas- | 
ure which will have to come to a vote at some | 


time, we hold on to it until] we get through. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I donot feel disposed to 


urge my motion now; but there is never a time in 


the Senate when there is not some measure under | 
discussion, and something must give way neces- | 


sarily for the passage of the bills which are abso- 
lutely essential. 
tion but for my knowledge of the situation and 
what will be the situation of business with ref- 
erence to the Committee on Finance in a very few 
days, which will render it necessary that certain 
bills should be out of the way. 
to-day; but I give notice that to-morrow I shall 
make a motion to take up the naval appropriation 
bill. I withdraw my motion to-day. 


l would not have made the mo- | 


I will yield for | 


Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, [ would cer- | 


tainly withdraw my assent to taking up the ap- 

ropriation bill mentioned by the chairman of the 
Pisses Committee, at the request of the honor- 
able member from Illinois, if, in the first place, I 
had not already given it, and consider myself 
bound by havingdone so. And in the next place, 


if | was at liberty to do so, | think it more im- | 


portant at present to the interests of the country 
that the appropriation bill should be 0 than 
that we should dispose of the particular measure 
on which I propose to address the Senate. But 
the honorable member from Wisconsin [Mr. 
Howe] told me soon after | came into the Senate 
this morning that he was obliged to leave Wash- 
ington this evening, and as he was desirous to 


j 
} 
| 


it 
i} 


it 


that question, no one can introduce a motion to 
yostpone it without the consent of the member 
1olding the floor. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. But that motion may be 


| made, I take it, before the bill is actually taken 


up, even if the hour has arrived. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Not in the impres- 


| sion of the Chair. 


Mr. FESSENDEN, Then by the application 
of that rule it would be impossible to interpose 
anything if, when the Senate adjourns, a member 
is entitled to the floor. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The rule has been 
so administered during all the time the present 
incumbent has been in the chair, and always, he 
believes. Ata particular moment of time the bill, 


| which is the special order, is before the Senate; 


and when that is before the Senate the person en- 
titled to the floor on it can claim the floor,and no 
intervening motion can be made. That has been 


|| the practice of the Senate. 


AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the joint resolution 
(S. No. 16) proposing amendments to the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Mr. HOWE addressed the Senate in support 
of the joint resolution. (His speech will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix.) 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that this joint 
resolution and all prior orders be postponed, and 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
Llouse bill No. 151, which is the naval appropria- 
tion bill. I do not mean to go on with it this 
evening, but I want to give it the preference for 
to-morrow. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Had we not better leave 
that matter to be decided to-morrow? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Somebody else may get 
the floor for to-morrow, and then | cannot get in 
my motion. 

Mr. POWELL. If the Senator from Maine 
will allow me todo so, I desire to ask permission 
to take up the resolution which I offered the other 
day. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire to have the naval 
appropriation bill taken up, and then it can go 
over until to-morrow. 

Mr. POWELL. I have no objection to taking 
up the bill. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. Before the pending 
question is disposed of, I desire to ask the Sena- 
tor from Delaware one question. He said to the 
Senator from Wisconsin that he had strong inti- 
mations that General Wallace proposed to have 
something todo with the coming Maryland elec- 
tion. | wish to know what order or act of that 
officer it was to which the Senator referred. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I will answer the hon- 
orable Senator with pleasure. I referred to no 
order whatever; but General Wallace made a 
speech in the city of Baltimore the other evening 
in which he congratulated the people who were 
present upon the efforts made to bring about 


| emancipation in the State of Maryland, and as- 


sured them of such aid as he could give. I ob- 
served also a correspondence between him and 


' one of the candidates in one of the counties, in 


which General Wallace put questions to that can- 
didate as to his political views and his political 


address the Senate on this subject he asked if it || acts in the past, and as to whether if he should 
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be elected he w ld take a certain oath pre cribed 
by ‘ { Maryland It was from those acts, 
he rom any der which Genera Wallac had 
priv n,! ian declaration that he would vive 
these men whatever aid he cou d, and from hi 
pro ding questions asa military officer to can- 
didates, he himself not being a citizen of the Stats 
and only there simply a military commander, 


that I drew the inference I stated. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. General Wallace did 
put certain interrogatories to Mr. Kilbourn, first, 
whether he was a member of the Legislature 


which attempted to pa an ordinance” of seces- 
sion, to which he responded in the affirmative; 
and then he asked certain other questions, and 
finally asked that man if he could swear that he 
had eiven no aid and comfort to the re bellion, to 
which he said that he could not, and he volunta- 
rily declined to run for the Maryland convention 
at the approaching election. General Walla 

only said that so far as he was concerned, with- 


out designating any policy which should govern 
him, he would say that he did not believe a rebel 
end a traitor had any political rights, and I say 


here the same thing, and « very patriotin the land 
says the same t} ing, that a rebel and a traitor in 
Maryland oranywhereelse has no political rights; 
nnd he would be recreant to his duty if he did not 


exclude all such from the polls and all such from 
sandidacy in the State of Maryland. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I rise to make simply 
one remark, and not to oc supy the time of the 
Senate. IL think the Senator from Indiana mani- 


fests too much sensitiv 


3s in reference to Gen- 
eral Wallace. Nobody has made any attack upon 
General Wallace. Ireferred simply to what I saw 
in the papers, and the point of my remark was 
that he, being a military officer, not a citizen of 
Maryland, clothed by no law with authority to 
propound any interrogatories or do any other 
thing in reference to the elections in Maryland, 
I recarded it as an intimation that when an elec- 
tion should take place he would undertake to have 
BOMeE Supervision over that election. 

Mr. JOHNSON, Ithink the honorable mem- 
ber from Indiana perhaps does not understand 
the position which General Wallace has taken 
with which I find no fault. He put the interrog- 
atories to the former member of the Legislature 
of Maryland, referred to by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Indiana, and the answers which were 
give n he has stated ve ry correctly. There his 


interference, so far at any rate, has terminated. 
But there is an election to be held in Maryland 
during the present week, and General Wall 

very properly wrote a letter to the Governor of 
the State asking what the law was ina certain 


particular. He wanted to know whethera clause 
in the : LW under which the convention election 1s 
nbout ve held authorized the judges of election 
to put oad inquiries that they might think proper 
in order to ascertain whether the party offering 
to vote was or was not entitled to vote, and 
whether his right or title to vote under that law 
would be affected by its tainer out, elke by his 
own answers or by proof aliunde, that he had 
nided and comforted t oe bellion during the strug- 
pric To the ‘soon c tainil e these inquiries, he 
received what he sanit ed to be a very satisfac- 
tory answer from our Governor. The Governor 


cited the sections of the particular statute under 
which this election is to be held, and one or two 
sections of the general laws applicable to the same 


subject, and told him, and I have no doubt cor- 
rectly told him, that under those laws it was not 
only the right but the duty of the judges of clec- 
tion to make the inquiry, and he added, what Gen- 
eral Wallace | am very sure will admitto be per- 
fectly ee that the whole depended upon the 
laws of Maryland, that they were abund antly 
able to keep the ballot-box from the pollution of 
rebellious or traitorious votes, and that the judges 
are liable to an indictment if they do not faith- 
fully discharge their duty. General es in 
his lette r did not suggest that tt was his purpose 
to interfere by using the military in any way 
whatever, and I understand that in point of fact 
it is not his pur pose in any contingency to resort 
to the military unless it shall become necessary 
to repress some tumultuous violence which th: 
civil authorities of the city or the State may be 
unable to quell 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I renew my motion to 
take up the naval appropriation bill 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 hope that will not be 
done. Let us go on and vote upon the proposi- 
tion before the Senate, if nobody ts disposed to 


peak on it 


Mr. FESSENDEN. There are others who 
mean to speak on it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Letussee. There is no- 
body proposing to speak upon it now, and there 
is an amendment pending. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Kentucky {[Mr. Davis] to the amendment re- 
ported by the Committee on the Judiciary. The 
Senator from Maine, however, moves to postpone 


the present order and all prior orders for the pur- | 


pose of proceeding to the consideration of the bill 
indicated by him. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that will not be | 


done. I said all that lean say about it when the 


matter was called up this morning. There are | 


no new suggestions, that I know of to make. I 
stated to the Senator from Maine then that I 
thoucht we should get through the appropriation 
bills and everything more speedily by finishing 
one thing when we have itup. This debate will 
come to a close before very long, I think, if we 
continue to hold on to the joint resolution. Sup- 
nose we sit here an hour or two longer to-night, 
and if persons desire to speak upon it we shall 
ret throug h with the spe aking in the course of a 
day or two by holding e Jonger sessions; and at 
any rate if everybody speaks we can get through 
in the cou rse of two or three days more by keep- 
ine the subject before the Senate const antly. But 


if we take aq another measure and hear a single 


speech a day, | do not know when we shall get | 


through with this if it be laid aside for other busi- 
ness. 

I think the Senator from Maine will accom- 
plish the purpose which we all have, to facilitate 
the business of the session and close the session 
sooner, by allowing this measure to be continued 
till itis finished. Lam willing to sit here at later 
hours. I hope the Senate will not postpone this 
for Fr any other subje ct until we get a vote upon it. 
If the Senate does postpone it, of course I have 


no more to say in regard to it. 1 have made the | 


statement to the Senate, and do not wish to take 
up time in repeating. I think it is an economy 


of time to hold on to this joint resolution until it | 


is finished. I hope the Senate will so think. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I can only say it isa 


matter of enure indifference to me. I have no | 


interest in the matter any more than any other 
Senator present. My judgmentis that in the state 


soon be before the Committee on F inance, it is 
advisable to get one or two of the appro} riation 
bills out of the way, and I have seve ral reasons. 
I should like to dispose of the naval bill and an- 
other appropriation bill, the legislative, execu- 


tive, and judicial appropriation bill, if }can. 1 | 


will not Ws e any very great reliance on my own 
judgment, but I think it is advisable, and with 
my notion and views of the business of the Sen- 
ate, I advise it to be done. If the Senate shall 
decide otherwise, I shall be quite content. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. If I may be allowed to 


say a single word on this question, itseems to me 
that if the measure which is now pending before 
the Senate could be before the Senate to-morrow, 


which is Tuesday, and on Wednesday, with an 


understanding that we shall close the matter on | 


Wednesday night, all the gentlemen who desire 


to speak can speak by the it time, and it will be | 


out of the way, and I shall be willing then to go 
with the honorable chairman of the Committee 
on Finance, to take up his financial bills and stand 
by him and keep everything out of the way unul 
he disposes of them. Butthis matter, it seems to 
me, is exceedingly important. The discussion, 
| suppose, is nearly through; I understand the 
honorable Senator from Maryland [Mr. Joun- 


son] is to address the Senate, and I do not know | 


that there is any other gentleman who wishes to 
address the Senate, but there may be; atail events 
to-morrow and the next day we can close this 
matter and allow it to go to the House of Repre- 
sentatives. I make that suggestion and shail 
govern my vote accordingly. I feel anxiety to 
go on in finishing these financial measures. | 
agree, they are the measures which must be at- 
tended to; but justin the present situation of af- 


\| fairs | hope the Senate will allow this resolution 
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to go on to-morrow and the next ¢ 


‘uy, W 

understanding that we come to a vote and VY 
on Wi dnesday. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I ask for the y, I 
hays on my motion. ; , ! 

‘The yeas and nays were order i t ( 
taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 14: as fo!) ; M 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Bucka| wf , I 
Clark, Collamer, Conness, Davis, Fessenden, Foo: 
ing, Howard, Jounson, Morrill, Powell, Ramsey. & : “onsi 


Van Winkle, Willey, and Wilson—20. huis Tl 

NAYS—Messrs. Chandler, Doolittle, Hale, W - 
ris, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas. Morgan. 
Sprague, Sumner, ‘Ten Eyck, ‘Trumbull, and Wad 


M 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The vote « 
the want of a quorum, abe \ 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move thut the S 
|} adjourn. and | 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate Tl 
adjourned. , de 
—S ee —— foru 
HOUSE OF REPRESENT PATIVES 
Monpay, -4pril 4, 1864. T 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Pray Bua 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuanxnine, *) S 
The Journal of Saturday last was read apd an. 
prove d. jorts 
{ 
CALL OF COMMITTEES FOR REPORTS. M 
The SPEAKER stated that the first bysy 
in order was the call of committees for rey 
go upon the Calendar, and not to be called Lyck T! 
by a motion to reconsider. 7 
No reports were offered. 
BOUNTIES. ; 
Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania, submitted M 
the following resolution; which was read, olut 
| ered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affa T 
| quested, if in their judgment advisable, to report to this | 
House a bill so amending the sixth section of uJ t Ar 
proved July 22,1861, relating to the granting of bounties the 
‘any volunteer who may be received into the s t 
| the United States” under said act, whereby the be ; 
such amount of bounty may be extended to all y ‘ y 
(or their heirs) who enlisted prior to the passage of s t quol 
| approved July 22, 1861, and who were killed or w 
and, in the latter case, honorably discharged fr ( 
vice by reason of wounds received, the same to be | 
like manner as is provided for in the act approved July ' 
1362. cess 
UNDISTRIBUTED BOOKS. . 
Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts, from oN 
Committe e on Printing y, submitted the f do 
resolution: NV 
Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be 
to consider and report in regard to some feasib a 
method of distributing the undistributed balan ' rt 
heretofore print . or purchased for the use of th aSct 








| adopted for the distribution of all such b 


of the House of Representatives. 


Mr. PRUY N. Does that embrace anything o 
beyond the books published by the House of R 
resentatives r 

Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. It does 1 
not. 


Mr. PRUYN. IJask the gentleman from Mas 1 


sachusetts to make his resolution broader. Ther en 

| are now in the Department of the Interior— p 
Mr. SPEAKER. If the resolution give rs this 
to debate it must go over. If there be no ovjee- Les 
tion, the gentleman will be heard. tor 


There was no objection. 
Mr. PRUYN. At the last Congress a reso. 


tion was passed for distributing all the book 


undistributed in the Department of the Interior i 
The resolution was imperfect, and thie Secretary not 
of the Interior found it impossible to carry |! len 
It remains therefore for the present Congress © I 
vive such order in regard to that distribution &® me 
they may see fit. I ask the gentleman to mak 1 
his resolution broader, so as to cover the asi res 


bution referred to in the act passed atthe lasts 
sion of Congre ss. 


Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusett . [have n0 T 


|] objection. = 
Mr.LAW. In regard to that resolution Wil" ane 
I reported from the Committee on the Library’ oe 
will say that there was found to be a great™ 
broken sets of books, and the difficulty We _ 
their distribution. c 
Mr. PRUYN. We can provide for that. : 
Mr. BALDWIN, of Massachusetts. _ It '8 © 
proposition that the Committee on Printing 8" G. 
consider whether any feasible measure ea ; 


geeste’ ed 
accept the modification of my resolution sugs* ’ 
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Heman from New York, and demand ! 

\ us qu stion. | 

rhe previous question was seconded, and the 
e previ 

tion ordered; and under the operation 


ieSl 


i 


cof the resolution Was adopted. 

Mr. B \ LDWIN, of Massachusetts, moved to 
neider the vote by which the resolution was || 

ranted; and also moved that the motion to re- | 

se sider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

J. 8. AND E. A. ABBOTT. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire, Intro- 
od a joint resolution in favor of J.S.and E. A. | 
Al ott: which was read a first and second time, 
“referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
" Inst Roads. 

"The SPEAKER stated the next business in or- || 
ve calls on the Executive Departments || 
stion Which werelaid overundertherule. | 

STATE DEBTS. 
The first was a resolution submitted by Mr. 

Piawe on the 7th of January last, directing the | 
Soeretary of the Treasury to report the amount 
ht incurred in the several States in their ef- 
forts in suppressing the rebellion. 

Mr. BLALNE was not present, and the resolu- 
was laid over. 


PAYMENT OF TREASURY NOTES IN COIN. 


The next was a resolution submitted on the 
wh of January last, by Mr. Scorteip, request- 
the Secretary of the Treasury to inform this 
House whether, under existing legislation, the 
seven-thirty ‘Treasury notes will be paid in coin. 

Mr. SCOFIELD was not present, and the res- 
olution was laid over. 

STATE QUOTAS. 

The next was a resolution submitted by Mr. 
Arwop on the 14th og January last, directing 
the Secretary of War to furnish a statement of 
the number of men called into the military ser- 
vice of the United States since March, 1861; the 
quota of each State under each eall; the number 
furnished and also the number tendered under | 
each call; the length of time for which they were 
accepted; what State or States furnished an ex- 
cess over its quota; and how many and what State || 

r States did not furnish its quota, and the num- 
ber deficient. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
do that work. 

Mr. ARNOLD. The substance of the inform- 
ation called for has already appeared in the news- 
papers. The object of the resolution was to 
ascertain What States were behindhand in their 
quotas under the different calls. 

Mr. STEVENS. Say, if not incompatible with 

public interest. 1} 
Mr. ARNOLD. I agree to that. 
The resolution was then adopted. 


MAJOR N. I. M’LEAN. 


The next was a resolution submitted by Mr. 
PENDLETON on January 18 last, requesting the | 
President of the United States to communicate to 
tis House the reasons why Major N. H. Me- 
Lean, lately stationed at Cincinnati, was ordered | 
'o report at Fort Vancouver; also, whether any | 
charges affecting the capacity or fidelity to the 
Vonstitution of said McLean have been filed in 
any of the Departments. 

Mr. HOLMAN moved to insert the words * if | 
hot Incompatible with the public interest,’”’ and | 
emanded the previous question, 
lhe previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

rhe amendment was agreed to; and then the 
resolution was adopted. 


der to be Ul 


for informs 





It will take a long time to 


the 








ARREST OF A CONSUL GENERAL, | 


The next was a resolution submitted by Mr. | 
SARPFIELD On the 18th of January, requesting the 
west of the United States to communicate to 
Srte a such information as may be in the 
Smeets touching the arrest of our con- | 
nee eral to the British North American prov- | 

a and such official communications touching | 
econ arenaree as may have been made by 
inh ete — Secretary, or other Canadian or Brit- 

, icer, since the 15th of November, to our 

overnment, 
oj similar resolution having been already adopt- 
*¢, the resolution was laid upon the table. 





| levy, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, 
| liam G. Brown, Ambrose W, Clark, Cobb, Cole, Henry Win 


| havé voted in thi 


SILELBY RAID IN MISSOURT. 

The next resolution in order was a resolution 
offered on the 8th of February by Mr. Kine, di- 
recting the Secretary of War to lay before the 
House the official report of Brigadier General E. 
B. Brown, of the department of Missouri, of his 


| military operations in October last against what 


was known as the Shelby rebel raid inte Missouri. 

Mr.STEVENS. Imoveto amend the resolu- 
tion by inserting the usual words, ‘* if notincom- | 
patible with the public interest.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution as amended was adopted. 

AMOUNT OF COMMUTATION MONEY. 

The next resolution in order was a resolution 
offered on the 8th of February by Mr. E_pringe, 
directing the Secretary of War to furnish to this 
House information as to the amount of moneys 
received up to this time for commutation by draft- 
ed men; also, what disposition has been made of 
said moneys; if substitutes have been purchased 
for drafted men, how many; where and who have 
been procured as substitutes; what sum has been 
paid for each, and whether for white or black, 
and how much for each. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I demand the previous ques- 
tion upon the passage of that resolution, 

Mr. STEVENS. I suggest to the gentleman 
the usual amendment by inserting the words ** if 








} 

not incompatible with the public interest.” 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I accept that modification | 

of the resolution. 
Mr. STEVENS. This resolution will call for 

a great deal of labor, and unless there is some use | 

for it 
The SPEAKER. The previous question is 

demanded, and debate is out of order. 


Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
moment. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
resolution is. 
to answer it. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I cannot see that the reso- 
lution calls for a great deal of labor. 

Mr. STEVENS. Furthermore, it will furnish 
information to the enemy. If the gentleman will 
not consent to let it go over, I shall move to lay 
it on the table. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The resolution is so mod- | 
ified that it does not require an answer if it should 
be inconsistent with the public interest. I de- 
mand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to lay the resolutian 


I will withdraw it for a 


I cannot see of what use the 
It will require a great deal of labor 


on the table. | 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. I demand the yeasand nays 
on that motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was put; and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 60, nays 46; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Anderson, Arnold, Ash 

Blow, Boyd, Broomall, Wil 


ter Davis, Thomas ‘IT’. Davis, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Eliot, 
Frank, Grinnell, Hale, Higby, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel 
W. Hubbard, Jeuckes, Julian, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando 
Kelloge, Longyear, McBride, McClurg, Moorhead, Amos 
Myers, Leonard Myers, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Perham, 
Pike, William H. Randall, Alexander H. Riee, Edward H. 
Rollins, Shannon, Spalding, Stevens, Thayer, Tracy, Up 
son, Van Valkenburgh, 





Elihu B. Washburne, William B. 
Washburn, Whaley, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, 
and Woodbridge—60. 

NAYS—Messrs. James ©. Allen, Ancona, Augustus C. 
Jaldwin, Bliss, 
Cox, Cravens, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Eldridge, English, 
Finek, Grider, Griswold, Harrington, Benjamin G. tarris, 
llerrick, Holman, Philip Johnson, Kalbficisch, King, Law, 
Lazear, Long, Mallory, Marcy, McKinney, Middieton, 
James R. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, Odell, John O'Neill, 
Price, Pruyn, Robinson, John B. Steele, Strouse, Whevler, 
Chilton A. White, Winfield, aud Yeaman—46. 





During the call of the roll, 

Mr. KERNAN stated that he was paired off 
with Mr. Morris, of New York. 

Mr. JOHNSON stated that his colleague, Mr. | 
Stives, had gone home on pressing business, and 
was paired off with Mr. Marvin, of New York, 
until to-morrow; that Mr. Strives, if here, would 
negative. 

Mr.J.C. ALLEN stated that Mr. Harris was 
confined to his room by sickness, and was unable 
to attend the sittings of the House. 

Mr. GRIDER stated that Mr. Harpine was 
absent on account of sickness 
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Mr. O'NEILL, of Ohio, stated that Mr. Mut- 
LER, of Pennsylvania, was still confined to his 
room by indisposition. 

Mr McK NN KY stated that Mr. J WwW. Wurire 
was detained from the House by illness. 

Mr. STROUSE stated that Mr. Corrrorn was 
detained from the House by the severe illness of 


| his wife in Philadelphia. 


The result was then announced as above re- 
corded. 


NEGRO REGIMENTS. 


The next resolution in order was a resolution 
offered on the 8th of February by Mr. Brown, 
of Wisconsin, directing the Secretary of War to 
communicate to this House: 1. The number of 
regiments of negro troops already enlisted, the 
time when each regiment was organized, and the 
number of privates in each regiment, 2. The 
amount paid for bounties, pay, and equipments 
of each regiment, and all other sums paid out in 
connection with their organization. 3. In what 
battles negro regiments have been engaged, and 
What regiments have been so engaged, and how 
many belonging to such regiments have been 


| killed, and how many wounded in such battles, 


discriminating between the different battles. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
roll to the enemy. 
on the table. 

Mr. BROWN, of Wisconsin. I hope the gen- 
tleman will withdraw his motion. The resolu- 
tion calls for information which is very necessary 
at this time. If the motion is insisted on, I de- 
mand the yeas and nays on it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was put; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 64, nays 42; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ar 
nold, Ashley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, 
Blow, Boyd, Broomall, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. 


Clark, Cobb, Cole, Henry Winter Davis, Dixon, Donnelly, 
Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, Frank,Grinnell, Hale, Higby, Hooper, 


This is furnishing a muster- 
I move to lay the resolution 


| Hlotehkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Orlando 


Kellogg, Longyear, McBride, McClurg, Samuel I’. Miller, 
Moorhead, Morrill, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Chartes 


O'Neill, Orth, Perham, Pike, Price, William H. Randall, 


|} Alexander H. Rice, Edward If. Rotiins, Shannon, Spatdin 


Stevens, Thayer, Tracy, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elita 


| B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Whaley, Williams, 
Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge—64. 


NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Augustus C, 
Baldwin, Bliss, Brooks, James 8S. Brown, Chanler, Clay, 
Cox, Cravens, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Eldridge, Eugtish, 
Finek, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Holman, Philip Jotn 


i} son, Kalbfleiseh, King, Law, Lazear, Long, Mallory, 


Marey, McKinney, Middleton, James R. Morris, Morrison, 
Nelson, Jobn O'Neill, Pruyn, Samuel J. Randall, Robin 
son, Rogers, Join B. Steele, Strouse, Chilton A. White, 
Winfield, and Yeaman—42. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 
SIIKLBY RAID IN MISSOURI. 


Mr. KING. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution offered by myself in relation 
to the Shelby raid in Missouri was agreed to. I 
have no use for the report now. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

Mr. KING. I nowmovetolay the resolution 
on the table. 

The motion was agreed to, 


CASE OF JAMES M. HUNT. 


The next resolution in order was one offered 


'on the 7th of March by Mr. Morais, of Ohio, 
| requesting the Secretary of War to communicate 


Brooks, James 5. Brown, Chanier, Clay, |} 


to this House all the testimony and proceedings 
before a military commission which convened at 
Norfolk, Virginia, on the 28th day of December, 
1863, for the trial of James M. Hunt, late master 
of transportation and superintendent of vessels in 


| the quartermaster’s department of the depart- 
ment of Virginia, 


Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. As I introduced a 


| subsequent resolution which covered that ground, 
So the resolution was laid on the table. 1 


and which was adopted, I move to lay that reso- 
lution on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


POLITICAL PRISONERS. 


The next resolution in order was one offered 
on the 2lst of March by Mr. Expripae, request- 
ing the President of the United States, and direct- 
ing the Secretary of State and the Secretary of 
War, to report and furnish to this House the 
names of all persons, if any there are, arrest d 
and held in prison or confinement in any prison, 
fort, or other place whatsoever, for political offen- 


| ses, or any other alleged offense against the Gov- 
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ernment or authority of the United States, by the 
order, command, consent, or knowledge of them, 
or either of them, respectively, and who have not 
been charged, tried, or convicted before any civil 
or criminal (not military) court of the land; to- 
gether with the charge against such person, or 
cause for such arrest and imprisonment, if there 
be any; and the name of the prison, fort, or place 
where they are seve rally ke ptor confined. Also, 
whether any person or persons, for any alleged 
like offense, have been banished or sent from the 
United States, or from the States not in rebellion 
to the rebellious States, and the names, times, 
allege d offense or cause thereof; and whether with 
or without trial; and if tried, before what court. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I demand the previous 
question on the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire, moved 
to lay the resolution on the table, and demanded 
the veas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


| in adopting it, the opinions of the people of the 


The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the affirmative—yeas 62, nays 39; as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, 
Ashicy,John D. Baldwin, Buxter, Beaman, Blaine, Blow, 
floyd, Broomall, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, 
Freeman Clarke, Cobb, Cole, Thomas ‘I’. Davis, Dixon, 
Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, Frank, Grinnell, Hale, Higby, Hooper, 
Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Francis 
W. Kellogg, Longyear, McBride, McClurg, Samuel F. Mil 
ler, Moorhead, Morrill, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, Nor 
ton, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Price, 
Alexander H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Shannon, Spal 
ding, Stevens, Thayer, Tracy, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, 
Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, Wilder, Win 
dom, and Woodbridge—6§2. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ancona, Augustus C. 
Baldwin, Bliss, Chanler, Cox, Cravens, Dawson, Deni- 
son, Eden, Eldridge, English, Finek, Grider, Griswold, 
Harrington, Herrick, Holman, Philip Johnson, Kalbfleisch, 
Law, Lazear, Long, Mallory, Marey, McKinney, Middle 
ton, James R. Morris, Morrison, John O'Neill, Pruyn, Sam 
uel J. Randall, Robinson, Rogers, Jolin B. Steele, Wheeler, 
Chilton A. White, Winfield, and Yeaman—39. 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 


United States. It is a declaration simply as to 
what our polis y is to be re Specting events which 
touch our interest very nearly. 1 take it that it 
is not a subject which anybody desires here to 
discuss; and | suspect that if there be a dissent 
in this House itis about the only dissent that can 
be found in the United States on this subject. 

The joint resolution was read a first and second 
time. 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I vield my concur- 
rence to thatresolution reported from the commit- 
tee of which Lama member, although I should 
prefer—as the members on this side of the House 
would unanimously prefer—that it were more 
emphatic and decided in its expression as to the 
intervention of France on this continent. Itisa 
little late in the day for the national Legislature to 
pass such aresolution. Iam aware that notonly 


| characterized the Democratic p 


the present Administration but the preceding Ad- | 


ministration have not been as vigilant as they 
should have been as to our continental relations, 
and the protection of our traditional policy in that 
regard. I stood here laboring, in 1860, for the 
ratification of the treaty made by Mr. McLane, 
in order that the United States might, in time, 
foil these very designs of France which have since 
been developed to the disgrace of our Government 
and nation and of constitutional liberty on this 
continent. While Ll favor the resolution, I fear 
that it will be looked upon as a mere brutum ful- 
men—words, words, words—nothing more. If 
we are in earnest, we ought to be ready to back it 
up by something physical. I think that is the 


| way to back up resolutions ofall kinds, and, I may 


Mr. HOLMAN (during the roll-call) stated that || 
his colleague, Mr. McDowe tu, was still absent, | 


and was paired with Mr. Mcinpoe. 
LAND GRANT TO WEST VIRGINIA. 
Mr. BROWN, of West Virginia, by unani- 


mous consent, and in pursuance of previous no- 


tice, introduced a bill granting to the West Vir- | 


ginia Central Railroad Company two million acres 
of the public lands on certain conditions; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, | 


leave was granted for the withdrawal from the files 
of the House of the papers relative to an increase 
of the pay of the collectors and deputy collectors 
on the northern and northwestern frontiers, for 
the purpose of reference to the Senate. 


MEXICAN AFFAIRS, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to report from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs a joint resolution 
relative to our relations with Mexico. 

The joint resolution was read. Itdeclares that 
the Congress of the United States are unwilling 
by silence to leave the nations of the world un- 
der the impression that they are indifferent specta- 
tors of the deplorable events now transpiring in 
the republic of Mexico, and that they therefore 


think fit to declare that it does not accord with || 


the policy of the United States to acknowledge 
any monarchical Government erected on the ruins 


of any republican Government in America under || 


the auspices of any European Power. 

Mr. BROOKS. Whatdoes the gentleman pro- 
yose to do with the joint resolution? 
; Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, I propose to put 
it upon its passage. 

Mr. BROOKS. I have no objection to the joint 


resolution if it be not a mere paper fulmination. | 


I do object, however, to paper thunder. If it 
means anything | am in favor of the resolution; 
if not, | am opposed to it. 

No objection being made, the joint resolution 
was reported from the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, 
whether it be a mere paper fulmination or not de- 
pends wpon whether the Congress of the United 
Siates shall adopt it, and whether it represents, 


add, proclamations of all kinds. 


1 believe the resolution ought to be more sig- | 


nificant and more emphatic, especially at this 
time, when Maximilian (who, I believe, is called 
the Arch Dupe of Louis Napoleon,) is about 
moving to this continent. We ought to be pre- 
pared not only to say, but to make it effectual, 
that no crown shall be established on this conti- 
nent. We shouldstand upto the old Democratic 


doctrine which always cherished a defiance of all | 
That doctrine, as enunciated | 
by a Democratic statesman, is this: that the es- 


foreign dictation, 


tablishment of a political protectorate by any one | 


of the Powers of Europe over any of the inde- 
pendent States of this continent,or, in other words, 
the introduction of a scheme of policy which 


| would carry with it a right to interfere in their 


concerns, is a measure to which the United States 
have long since avowed their opposition, and 
which, should the attempt be made, they will re- 
sist by all the means in their power. I believe 


that to-day the people of this country would back | 
, up an Administration that would give a proper 


defiance to this French intermeddling. 


They 


| would sustain the doctrine of President Monroe, 


which has been since his time always hailed as 
the true continental policy of this Government. 
With these remarks, thanking the gentleman for 
having yielded the floor to me, | conclude what 
I have to say. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I am sorry that 
my friend from Ohio should have felt compelled 
to make an argument against the resolution, es- 
pecially as | understand him to say that he in- 
tends to support it. 


Mr. COX. Idid not make an argumentagainst | 


the resolution; I shall vote for it. 
that it were more emphatic. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Ido not know, 
Mr. Speaker, how it could be more emphatic than 
to say that we will not recognize the Government 
which European Powers contemplate establishing 
on our southern frontier. I incline to think that 
everybody acquainted with the conduct of foreign 
affairs will understand thata Government not rec- 
ognized by us, resting on our southern border, 


Only I wish 


will have a very uncomfortable time and a very | 


short time to live. Whether itis worth while to 
say, in so many words—what we are not pre- 
pared at this moment to do—that we mean, by 


force of arms, when the time shall come, and if | 


this warning be not effective, to prevent the ac- 


| complishment of any such purpose, gentlemen 


| 
} 


may judge for themselves. 

When the gentleman from Ohio refers to the 
Democratic policy with reference to this conti- 
nent, I beg leave very respectfully to remind him 
that France and England have more than once 
interfered jointly in collisions, in South America, 


| 
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between different parties, in different po, 

and if there was a protest on the part of A by os 

ernment of the United States, I do not reenli.. 

Certainly there was no armed interventio 

part to exclude their intervention. : 
We inaugurate another policy th 


olle 
4 


“ON One 


An that whic 


: ‘ arty ere 1 wer 
passed from between their feet. ones 
The Democratic policy in dealing with OUr pe. 


publican brethren in South America and jp M 
Vey. 


ico has been that of the wolf to the lamb. Ty 
growl was to frighten foreign wolves ieee 4 
1) post they marked for their own; they hectored 
ullied, and plundered them withoute ra, 


. > ; Ven Stretep. 
ing out the hand of republican Sympathy to an 
pease their dissensions or consolidate r 


Mr. COX. 


) ap. 
an their power 
I trust my friend from Maryland 


will not forget the services of a distinguished 


| that 1 know must have received his apy 


zen of his State, Mr. McLane, who madea treat 
7 ‘y 


robation 


| not with a view of annexation, but with a y, 


| try, and which treaty was defeated by a pio, 
| New England Senators and secession Sena: : 


of extending our commerce, and with a view of 
turning $50,000,000 of silver from Mexico, whick 
now goes mostly to England, to our own; 


un. 


the Senate of the United States. 1 believe many 


of the party of the gentleman from Maryland ap. 


| proved that treaty which was inaugurated by 


Democratic Administration. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I suppose the treaty 


| of Mr. McLane was intended to smooth the way 


for the intrusion of the southern interests now j 
rebellion against the United States into Mexico 
It afforded southern men the Opportunity, after 
breaking away from the Union, to fasten they. 
selves upon Mexico. The provisions of thy 
treaty, if | remember rightly, secured such aright 


| of interference and intermeddling in the affairs of 


Mexicoas would have been contrary to the policy 
of this Government to exercise, unless it was with 
the further purpose of reducing Mexico to thecon- 
dition of a province. 

If my friend from Ohio had expressed his re- 
gret at the failure of the ratification in the Senate 
of the treaty negotiated by Mr. Corwin, granting 
pecuniary aid to the Government of Mexico, 
which would in all probability have prevented 


| this European intervention, | should have hear 
| ily agreed with him. 


But, sir, that time has already passed. The 


| war is going on, and we wish, before another 


| to let him un 


usurper has placed his foot upon Mexican soi, 

Sontniie whether he be of the house 
of Austria or of the family which for the present 
disposes of the forces of France, both the wel- 
known enemies of republican government, and 


| the last now making war to overturn the repub- 
lican Government of Mexico and establish uy 

| its ruins a monarchical Government, that tat 

, Government will not be recognized by us. 


Our policy is very different from the Demo- 
cratic policy. We wish to cultivate friendshi 
with our republican brethren of Mexico and South 
America, to aid in consolidating republican pr 
ciples, to retain popular government in aii this 
continent from the fangs of monarchical or aris- 
tocratic power, and to lead the sisterhood of 
American republics in the paths of peace, pros 
perity, and power. 

I move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, ant the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be et 


| grossed and read a third time; and being ¢™ 


grossed, it was accordingly read the third ume 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, demanded the pre 


vious question on the passage of the jointreso 


tion. 


ew : : +} 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, called for the yee 
and nays on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ie 

The question was taken; and it was decided ia 
the affirmative—yeas 109, nays 0; as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, -_— 
Allison, Ames, Ancona, Anderson, Arnold, Ashley, - 
gustus C. Baldwin, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, ra. 
Biaine, Francis P. Blair, Bliss, Blow, Boyd, Brooks, cbeeet 
all, James S. Brown, William G. Brown, Chanler, eae 
W. Clark, Clay, Cobb, Cole, Cox, Cravens, Henry Eden, 
Davis, Dawson, Denison, Dixon, Driggs, Eckley, nnell 
Eldridge, Eliot, English, Finck, Frank, Grider, me re 
Griswold, Herrick, Higby, Holman, Hooper, Oe an 
Asahel W. Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Kalbfleisch, 
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